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No RIGHTS —
No PROBLEMS...

BeLARUsiAN AuTHoriTIES STiLL FoLLow

THis PrINCIPLE THOUGH UNIVERSAL DECLARATION

oF Human RicuTs Was Apoptep More

THAN FIFTY YEARS AGO

When Belarusian President
hears the words «human rights»
he wants to cover his head with
his hands, shout «I'm fed upl»
and run away... Well, he has
destroyed the economy, made
people poor, he harshly treats
opposition, he has eliminated
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the liberty of speech, his poli-
tical opponents disappear, but
what relation do these things
have to human rights, if nobody
observed them in Belarus
before Lukashenka's rule? Nei-
ther Russian czars, nor Bol-
shevik dictators did that. They

Miensk, Scaryna Avenue,

did the same things as Lu-
kashenka, but nobody discus-
sed the problem of human
rights as much as now...

Inthe former USSR Belarus
was one of the quietest Soviet
Republics. Now opposition
emerged even in this country.
What can one do to save hu-
man rights?

There’s only one «legal»
way: to eliminate the rights of
the citizenry. We know this way
of thinking: if there’s no man,
there’s no problem, no human
rights —nothing to violate... Au-
thorities can for instance adopt
anew law that considers more
than three people gathering
together to be an unauthorized
picket, meeting or procession...
Isitalaw? Itis.

(continues on page 3)
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«Somesoby Is WILLING
70 CoVER CRIMINALS...»
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SENSATIONAL LETTER FROM ANONYMOUS

KGB OFFicer AND I1s REsuLTS

On November 20 HRC
“Viasna” received a letter
from an officer of the State
Security Committee of the
Republic of Belarus (KGB).
This letter concerns the fate
of Victar Hanchar and Dmit-
ry Zavadskiy. Below is the
text of the letter translated
into English:

“l am an officer of the Sta-
te Security Committee. The-
re are many reasons why |
can'’t tell my name and posi-
tion. The information that |
want to give you has public
value. Fates of many people
depend on how quickly it will
be given publicity.

It's a pity that | can't tell as
much information as | want to
because only a small num-
ber of KGB investigation
officers have access to it.
So, if I give more exact facts,
it can result in an increase
of the number of victims.

General Prosecutor's of-
fice and KGB were inves-
tigating Zavadskiy's disap-
pearance. The facts that
had been found during the
investigation not only resul-
ted in pressure on the fact-
finding bodies but also led
to confrontation between
the Presidential Security
Service and KGB. We only
managed to find out some
facts concerning the disap-
pearance after Ihnatovich,
an ex-officer of the special

police squad “Almaz”, was

arrested. He was arrested in
connection with another cri-
minal case. [hnatovich was
in Chechnia for several ti-
mes, fought together with
separatists. During the in-
vestigation he called names
of the Belarusian service-
men who worked with Che-
chens as coaches. After
these people were arrested,
the Chechen version of the
investigation was proved.
All in all nine people were
arrested in connection with
Zavadskiy's disappearance.
Five of them are officers of
the Presidential Security
Service, two are ex-emp-
loyees of the same setrvice,
one is an ex-officer of the spe-
cial police squad «Almazy,
two are citizens of Chechnia.

During the investigation
the detainees confessed that
they had killed Zavadskiy
and showed a place in a fo-
rest near Miensk where they
had buried the body. They
also showed the investiga-
tors a blood-stained spade.
The legal expertise found
this blood to be identical to
the blood of Dmitriy Zavads-
kiy. But the exhumation of
the body was prohibited by
the Security Council and
President. Instead of this,
the KGB chairman Uladzi-
mir Matskievich, Procurator
General Alieh Bazhelka and
Minister of the Internal Af-
fairs Uladzimir Navumaw
were called to the Presiden-
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tial administration. Presi-
dent ordered the case to be
passed over to the Ministry
of the Internal Affairs becau-
se «the investigation wasn't
going quickly enoughy». But
in reality it was made in or-
der to stop the case.

During the investigation
it was also found out that the
same group of people had
a hand in the murder of Vic-
tar Hanchar. Allin all, 14 peop-
le were involved in the mur-
der. Five of them aren’t ar-
rested, because the detec-
tion was stopped when the
case was passed to the Mi-
nistry of Internal Affairs. At
that time the pressure rea-
ched its critical point. Two
investigators were beaten,
somebody tried to rape the
wife of one of them. But they
continued the crime inves-
tigation in spite of this.

| don’t want the families
of the murdered people to
think that we are beasts as
some people want to show.
We sympathize with you
and understand that nothing
will compensate the loss.
The only thing we can do is
to find the criminals. And if
someone wants to cover the-
se criminals they will also be
taken to court.»

On November 21 atthe
opening of the regular ses-
sion of the Chamber of Rep-
resentatives A. Lukashenka
again said that if the disap-

pearance of the ORT came-
raman Dmitry Zavadskiy
weren't be disclosed «Pro-
secutors, KGB and MIA
would be punished». The
reason for such words was
the anonymous letter from
a KGB officer concerning
the disappearance of Dmitry
Zavadskiy, the ORT came-
raman, and Victar Hanchar,
Chairman ofthe Central Elec-
tion Board (according to the
letter, they were both killed).

On November 20 the
anonymous letter from a
KGB officer was circulated
in the Belarusian mass-me-
dia and NGOs. On Novem-
ber 21 A. L.ukashenka had
to admit that some facts
described in the letter were
real, but it was the wrong
time to give them publicity.
He also said the following:
«This letter is aimed at com-
promising the authorities. If
one has some information,
he mustn’t speak anony-
mously and on behalf of the
secret services». He also con-
firmed that the «Chechenx»
version of Zavadskiy's disap-
pearance was correct.

Lukashenka emphasi-
zed that only a small part of
the facts from the letter were
true and proposed that the
new Chamber of Represen-
tatives adopt a new law on
the responsibility for disse-
mination of preliminary in-
vestigation and investigati-
ve versions.

On November 22 inde-
pendent representatives of
State bodies began to com-
ment the anonymous letter
from a «KGB officer».

«Belorusskaya Delovaya
Gazeta» (BDG) published
commentary released by
the press-center of the Sta-
te secretariat of the Security
Council: «We can't dismiss
this letter just because it is
anonymous. We'll have to

lury Zakharanka.
Disappeared
_.on May 8, 1999,

Victar Hanchar.
Disappeared
on September 16, 1999.

Anatol Krasows|
Disappeared
on September 16, 1999.

Dmitri Zavadskiy.
Disappeared
on July 7, 2000.
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check the version described
in the letter as well as all
other versions.

It is also possible that
the investigation will confirm
some information revealed
in the letter». D. Parton, spo-
kesman for the Ministry of
the Internal Affairs (MIA),
said to BDG that he couldn’t
make any comments becau-
se this case wasn't at the
MIA disposal. He also said
that the accusations of the
author of the letter had no
ground and he was almost
sure that it was a political
provocation. The Presiden-
tial press-secretary M. Bary-
sievich said that «president
has recently spoken on this
topic and one can hardly
add anything to his words».

At the same time Paviel
Sheremiet, head of the ORT
department for special pro-
jects, argued that the infor-
mation of the KGB officer
concerning Zavadskiy's ca-
se can have real basis. Ac-
cording to him, in Moscow
people intently watch the
development of the events
connected with the disap-
pearance of Zavadskiy. The
suspects on this case were
detained mainly due to the
intrusion of the Federal Se-
curity Service (former KGB)
of the Russian Federation.
Mr. Rushailo, Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs, has helped
much. Lukashenka faces
real trouble. He will have to
answer to serious charges.
And what he says must also
be serious, not like Azaro-
nak's TV-programs. Luka-
shenka begins to irritate
Moscow. It is ready to see
other political leaders on the
political field of Belarus».

Sheremet said that on
November 17 Procurator Ge-
neral’s office initiated a cri-
minal case against him be-
cause of his film «Wild Hunt»
where he accused the Bela-
rusian authorities of arran-
ging the disappearances of
politicians and journalists.
Procurator's office neither
confirmed nor refuted this
information.

On November 27 the
Presidential press-service
reported that A. LLukashen-
ka dismissed chairman of
the Security Council, major-
general Victar Sheiman, the
KGB Chairman Uladzimir
Matskievich and Procurator
General Alieh Bazhelka.

According to the official
version these changes were
due to President’s dissatis-
faction with how the wide-
publicized criminal cases
were investigated.
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No RiGHTS —

No PROBLEMS..

(begins on page 1)

Do the authorities act
lawfully? Yes, they do. What
can one tell against it? They
can also prohibit usage of
«unregistered symbols».
This decree embraces the
historic white-red-white flag
and the flag of the European
Union. Everybody who holds
such a flag can be arrested.
And how many «lawful» rea-
sons there are not to regis-
ter an independent edition
or prohibit its publication.
Opposition protests, mee-
tings or processions, every
time are «lawfully» prohi-
bited. Businessmen’s acti-
vity is limited to the extent
that they could soon disap-
pear on the territory of Be-
larus.

There's one more way:
ignoring the claims of citi-
zens. For instance, if the
Belarusian intelligentsia col-
lects signatures for the es-
tablishment of Belarusian
university, let them conti-
nue, if leaders of opposition
parties claim to preserve li-
berty of speech and give them
access to the State mass-
media, let them do so. If la-
wyers and international ob-
servers assert that the elec-
toral law isn’t democratic, let
them go on. If the world
doesn’t acknowledge the
Parliament, it shouldn’t be
paid much attention to be-
cause ordinary people sup-
port their president. So, we
came to the main myth of
Lukashenka's regime: peop-
le support the presidential
politics. Do our people suf-
fer from deviations? Month-
ly they receive $20 — 40
(such “big” salaries are not
know to the people in the
West) and still «support pre-
sidential politics» and call
him «father»? Our people
have the same instinct of
self-preservation as others
do. If one takes into account
that the machine of intimida-
tion works very well (for in-
stance, everyone has a TV-
set), everything becomes a
little bit clearer. This autumn
president invented one mo-
re theme: the West prepa-
res repetition of the Yugos-
lavian scenario in Belarus.
TV-sets show bombs falling
on peaceful cities, a soft

Miens

voice comments: in Belarus
NATO and the «so-called
opposition» will do the sa-
me... Onthe other hand, Lu-
kashenka «calms people
down»: in our country there
are no reasons for bombings,
because we have no conf-
licts between ethnic groups
and denominations. Well,
there aren’t any but Luka-
shenka seems to be doing
everything to provoke them.
During his rule the autho-
rities began to ignore the
right of the national majority
to education in their mother-
tongue. During his rule Rus-
sian fascists strengthened
their structures in Belarus,
Russian Orthodox church
imposed its religion as a
State religion in the muilti-
confessional country...

On December 10 the
world will celebrate the re-

k, November 12, 2000
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gular anniversary of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights. In previous years
the Belarusian authorities
carried out solemn sittings
and concerts devoted to this
event, wanted to show their
«commitment» to democra-
cy. This year they decided
to end with games. They
prohibited human rights or-
ganizations to remind the
citizens about the Decla-
ration: they prohibit pickets
and other events or transfer
these actions to inapprop-
riate places... It means that
the human rights activists
who will come out in streets
on December 10 risk to be
arrested and tried... One
can predict such things, be-
cause prohibitions, arrests,
punishments are Lukashen-
ka's human rights activity.
Andrei NALIVA.

SITUATION

uman Rights: Centre. . !

The Bulletin of th
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|4’ , THE RIGHT T0 FREMM o Th‘esspulletm of the Hum

On November 15-18 in
Warsaw the meeting of rep-
resentatives of Central- and
East-European NGOs took
place. The main aim of this
meeting was to work out
recommendations to the In-
ternational conference against
racism, race discrimination,
xenophobia and ensuing in-
tolerance. In the meeting par-
ticipated members of 110
NGOs. Among themwas Usam
Boisanov, member of Human
Rights Center «Memorial»
in Ingushetia. He had diffi-
culties witg getting to the
meeting, that's why he was
three days late. On Novem-
ber 17 Usam Boisaiev gained
the opportunity to speak on
the situation in the Chechen
Republic. Here we publish
the text of his speech.

«l am a human rights ac-
tivist and a journalist. Besi-
de my being human rights
activists, I'm Chechen. That's
why | wish to give you the
information we have collec-
ted in Chechnia, because
the main part of this infor-
mation doesn't get anyw-
here except Russia. As a
result Chechens feel lost in
the world. They are killed
both physically and moral-
|

" Chechens living in the re-
gions powered by electri-
city watch programs of Rus-

sian TV-channels (there are
no other channels there) and
see lies. The Russian State
mass-media create an ima-
ge of enemy. And this ene-
my is Chechen.

In March 2000 HRC «Me-
morial» created in Nazran
center for watching human
rights violations that happen
in Chechnia every minute.
If possible, we try to provide
the injured and children with
medical treatment, render
them material assistance.
But our main aim is to col-
lect information about the
events going on in Chechen
Republic. In August we laun-
ched a new project called
«Chronicle of Crimes». We
decided that we would only
collect information about
human rights violations in
Chechnia and check it. In
this chronicle we register
both the violations commit-
ted by the Russian federal
militaries and Chechen par-
tisans.

Chechnia is 90 kilome-
ters wide and 140 kilome-
ters long. According to the
latest information, about
400 000 people live on this
small territory. Only in 1993
we celebrated the birth of
the millionth Chechen. When
compared, these figures
seem very sad. According to
Anatoliy Kvashnin, Chief of
the Russian Army Staff, in
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OccurieD CHECHNIA

STORY OF CHECHEN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST

Chechnia there are about
200 000 Russian soldiers not
taking into account the peop-
le employed by the Ministry
of Internal Affairs. There are
also 40 000 border guards. ..

What is going on in the
Chechen Republic now? Mur-
ders, mopping-up operations,
tortures are the basic hu-
man rights violations that
happen in my country. First
of all - murders. Most peop-
le don't die as a result of hos-
tilities. 1t happens in the
following way: one is detai-
ned at a Russian post and
then somebody finds his
corpse. The photos you've
seen (a scalped body, father
identifying his son) were
taken only near one settle-
ment. The bodies were found
in the mass graves on Sep-
tember 13, 2000. The scal-
ped body belonged to aman
Isayev by surname. He was
injured during the bombings
of the settlement Aslambek-
Sharipovo on February 18,
2000. On that day 62 people
died in this settlement. With
the assistance of Russian
soldiers the injured Isaiev
was taken to village Staryie
Otogi, where doctor Andar-
biek Bakaiev gave him me-
dical treatment. On Septem-
ber 7, during the so-called
«cleansing operation» sol-
diers from regiment No. 245
pulled Isaiev out of the ward

and took him away in an un-
known direction. The doctor,
hospital personnel and Isa-
iev’s sister tried to prevent
the soldiers but to no result.
On September 13 a tractor-
driver accidentally found a
pitin the wind-break. The pit
was covered with tree bran-
ches. People dug the pit out
and found there Isaiev's bo-
dy. The fingers were twis-
ted, there were many stabs
on the chest, and burns in
different parts of the body,
the head was scalped...

The same day people
invited the commandant,
representatives of the Rus-
sian Procurator’s office and
searched the wind-break
near the village. In 400 me-
ters from the pit where Isai-
ev's body had been disco-
vered they found another pit
with three more bodies. We
knew that the Kuntaievs, the
Abdurzakovs and the Sap-
daievs had been searching
for their sons who disappea-
red on December 20, 1999.
tmram Kuntaiev’s father re-
cognized his son by a ring
on his finger and clothes.
The people who were found
in the pit had been detained
by soldiers from brigade 138.

The same day near this
village people found a car
with two more corpses, that
were also identified...

Why do | talk about this?

“THEN WE WERE BEATEN AGAN...»

WITNESSES OF VICTIMS OF POLICE VIOLENCE

Alieh Korban, bom in 1985,
speaks: «My friend Mikhas
Tsarkow and me were de-
tained on November 3 for
posting fly-sheets about the
action of «Young Front», cal-
led «We Need Changes!».
The police took us to Miensk
Partyzanski DBIA. When ot-
her policemen who were
there found out for what we
were detained, they started
to scoff us — they hit us in
our heads. Then they took
us to a room for drawing pro-
tocols. In the room they told
us to sit down on chairs, put
our hands on our laps and
not to move. A policeman
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came up to me and asked:
«How much do they pay
you?» [ answered: «We are
patriots, we don't need any-
thing!» He started to beat
me after each strike he as-
ked me whether | still was a
patriot.

While the policemen
were composing a protocol
on me, the same one put a
clothespin on my nose. The-
re were many keys on the
pin, and he moved them in
various directions. Another
policemen who tortured Mi-
khas, said that he put down
our addresses and said that
he would catch us near our

houses and kill as animals.
He called us «faggots» and
«fools». Then he kicked me
in the head once more. A
woman (the inspector on
cases of under-aged per-
sons Shmyha). The police-
men continued to scoff us
and said that they would
accuse us of stealing a cas-
sette-player stolen by so-
meone else. Then the poli-
cemen kicked me in the sto-
mach as hard as he could
and told us to confess that
we had taken the fly-sheets
from the head-quarters of
BPF «Adradzhenne». Then
we were again beaten...»

Mikhas Tsarkow, born in
1986, speaks: «A police-
man said: «We will take you
to the room of tortures, put
your fingers into the door
aperture, and you'll tell us
everything». Then he saw a
cross on my neck and said:
«S0, you are also a belie-
ver? You believe in this
shit?» and began to tear the
cross off my neck. Another
policeman came up to me
and started to post a sticker
on my forehead, then kicked
me with his feet and asked
where we had taken the fly-
sheets.
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The thing is that near every
settlement in Chechnia, in
every area we manage to
search over, we find such gra-
ves. On August 8 soldiers
from dklsdfksdfjk brigade
No. 13 detained Balakhdzi
Mamaiev and Aslan Akhma-
dov near the settlement
where | was born. Both of
them were only sons in their
families. Mamaiev's mother
is Russian by nationality.

On January 11, 2000
Mrs. Amiramova together
with two other women went
to Groznyi to look at her flat
there. She was pregnant. In
some months her body was
found in the cell of a house.
The body lied face down,
when people rose it, dead
child fell out of the cut sto-
mach...

In Chechnia the milita-
ries make unauthorized
shellings of settlements.
Sometimes these shellings
seem absolutely senseless:
why shell civilian structu-
res? It's easy to explain: the
soldiers are paid for military
actions, that's why they
have to stage them.

How does a “cleansing”
happen? All roads are clo-
sed, helicopters fly over a
settlement and often shell
the purlieus of the settle-
ment, ruin houses. After this
the so-called «operation on
checking of the passport
regime» begins. Tanks and
soldiers enter the settle-
ments, the soldiers knock
out doors with their feet,
even if they are given keys.
They search every house,
check passports. But, as a
rule, passports have no mea-
ning to them: during the
recent mopping-up opera-

tions they were throwing
them away.

Relatives of those who
were detained during such
cleansing operations buy
them out for big sums of
money if the detainees stay
alive. But before the relati-
ves buy them off, the detai-
ned people are beaten and
tortured (sometimes with
electrically charged devi-
ces).

Electricity-based tortu-
res are wide-spread in Che-
chnia now. One of them is
called «a call to Moskha-
dov», because the charged
wires are attached to an
ear-lap. In the Urus-Martan
filtration camp the wires are
put inside the anus...

Such crimes are com-
mitted in Chechnia every
day. But now, unlike during
the first Chechen war, the
majority of Russians think
that what the federal autho-
rities do there is right. The
State mass media have to
give negative information
about Chechens. We have
to listen to and read terrible
things cooked up by the
people who don’t know any-
thing about Chechnia. But
Russian citizens believe
this.

By the way, no bombs
hurt Chechens’ feeling as
much as the Russian mass
media do. The majority of
refugees in Ingushetia don't
watch news on ORT and
RTR channels because they
do not want to lose control
of their temper, they know
that there won’t be anything
but lies.

There's one evidence of
«decency» on the part of Rus-
sian journalists: at4 p.m. on

October 15 Russian helicop-
ter gunned the road to Sha-
toi and the adjoining blocks
of Groznyi. There were ma-
ny casualties. Among the
dead was Zarema Buzuie-
va, a disabled woman who
bornin 1945. This legenda-
ry woman was the only to
survive the tragedy that
happened 12 years ago in
the Shatoi gorge when a
bus fell down from 500-me-
ter height. She survived that
time. And perished in Groz-
nyi, in 6 Alexeev street. What
was going on that day? One
of the Russian TV-channels
filmed imitation of a fight
with Chechen partisans: Rus-
sian soldiers gunned hou-
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ses... As a result they killed
the famous woman. And the
report about the «battle»
was shown on TV...

It's an approximate pic-
ture of what is going on in
Chechnia. There are no on-
going hostilities. But people
perish everyday: during clean-
sings, detentions at block-
posts, artillery shellings,
due to snipers. A sniper of
regiment No. 245 killed the
tractor-driver Dzhimaldzi-
nov who was going to turn
his field. That's why cattle-
men are afraid to leave vil-
lages.

For our Republic the pre-
sent power of the militaries
is occupation».

At the Warsaw meeting of NGOs of Central and Eastern
Europe the following resolution on the situation in Chechnia
was adopted: We state that on the territory of Chechnia the
revolting mass violations of human rights and norms of the
humanitarian law are going on. In particlular, the Russian

federal forces use:

— groundless murders, collective punishments of the
civilian population in connection with activities of armed

groups;

— tortures and violent treatment of detainees, also used
in the illegally created concentration camps;

— groundless detentions and seizure of ordinary citizens
with an aim of receiving ransoms;

— robbing and marauding, bribery at block-posts;

— artillery shellings and bombings of settlements.

In Chechnia there are no effective means of legal defense.
Hundreds of thousands of refugees are afraid of returning
home and have to continue suffering because of inappropriate
living conditions. We think that all these facts allow to
characterize the events going on in Chechnia as a crime against
humanity that is on the brink of genocide. We call governments
and NGOs to pressurize the Russian Federation in order to:

— stop this criminal practice;

— make it possible for international observers and mass-
media to get to the zone of the conflict;

— initiate investigation of military crimes

Palina STSIEPANIENKA.

I've UNDERSTOOD MANY THINGS

Lerter From Man WHo WenT THrougH Conpemnep CELL

HRC «Viasna» received a
letter from a prisoner of Uzh 15/
13 (t. Hlybokaie) Siarhiei Pratsi-
raiew who was sentenced to
death in 1997. He was kept in
the condemned celi for half a
year. Only he managed to get
out of there alive. Frame-up of
the investigative materials was
so evident that capital punish-
ment was replaced with 20
years of imprisonment. I've un-
derstood many things... During
shortwalks | try to explain to tho-
se beside me what | know my-
self. Buteven among prisoners
there are hypocritical narks, who
justlisten to me and then inform
the prison authorities. Everyt-
hing is controlled there. We
can'texpress our collective gra-
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titude to you (HRC «Viasna»), be-
cause collective letters, comp-
laints, applications are prohibi-
ted. Prison censors handle your

bulletins. Forinstance, in one of .

the bulletins (issued in August)
pages 6to 11 were missing. Jud-
ging by the ends of the articles
we understood that those pages
were about riots in Soviet pri-

son-industries camps in 1953.

In his letter S. Pratsiraiew
applies to censors: «l ask all the
censors who read my letter to
let it through to HRC «Vias-
nax!». The prisoner shortly des-
cribes the conditions of life in the
colony of strict regime where he
is kept: «Diseases are wide-
spread there, every second pri-
soner has a cold because there
is lack of vitamins in our bodies.
There’s also lack of oxygen. The
concentration of prisoners in the
cells is abnormaly.

S. Pratsiraiew thanks HRC
«Viasna» personally and on be-
half of many other people: «Your
bulletins don’t only convey the
needed information, they also
serve as a source of inspiration
for people, return many of them
tolife. Even those who were dis-
appointed and were in despair,
are again ready to fight and
search forjustice... | believe that
Belarus will achieve the level of
European democracy...»
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(continued from page 1)

On November 20 Miensk
Lieninzski District Court
stopped administrative ca-
ses against U. Kishkurna,
L. Sadowski and S. Mikh-
now who had been accu-
sed of violation of Article No.
167.3 CAl (violation of elec-
toral legislation) for having
distributed the special nu-
mber of the newspaper «Na-
sha Svaboda» on October
11. The cases were stopped
because of changes in Ar-
ticle No. 167.3 which now
provides no responsibility
for boycott of elections.

On November 20 so-
cial-democrats organized
three unauthorized pickets
in Barysaw. The first picket
was carried out before the
beginning of the working
day, from 7 to 8 a.m., near
the check-point of the F.
Dziarzhynski Crystal Fac-
tory. The slogan of the pi-
cket was: «Social-demo-
crats know the problems of
the factory workers». At 11
a.m. there was another pi-
cket at the same place. Its
participants only managed
to unroll their posters, then
some police workers orde-
red them to leave the place.

For the third time the so-
cial-democrats gathered
there at 3 p.m. and mana-
ged to stay there for ten mi-
nutes, after which they were
again asked to leave the
place. There were no deten-
tions.

The pickets explain their
attention to the workers with
the spontaneous outbreak
of indignation in some shops
of the factory because of
small salaries and suspi-
cious commercial activity of
some workers of the factory
authorities.

On November 20 judge
Mikalai Samiolaw carried
out the second sitting con-
cerning the case of beating
of the 14-year old photo-cor-
respondent Alies Lapitski
(son of Chairman of Zho-
dzina branches of FBL and
BPF Aliaxiei Lapitski). The
youngster was beaten by a
member of the pro-Presi-
dential organization BPYU
and a supporter of the Rus-
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sian National Unity S. Mak-
lak on October 8, at one of
the actions within the repub-
lican «March of Freedomy.
The first court sitting took
place on October 16, the ca-
se consideration was sche-
duled to take place on No-
vember 20. At the sitting the
judge considered the wit-
nesses from both sides as
well as photo-materials. The
police-officer Pimenaw wit-
nessed that the defendant
had fisted the photo-cor-
respondent on the head. As
a result the judge fined S.
Maklak 1 minimal salary.

On November 21 in the
Zhodzina town court judge
Larysa Fralienkava carried
out the second sitting on
Aliaxiei Lapitski’s comp-
laint concerning illegal ad-
ministrative warning made
by the Zhodzina Town Exe-
cutive Committee on Octo-
ber 9 for his having osten-
sibly violated the third part
of Article No. 172 of Code
of Administrative Infringe-
ments (distribution of prin-
ted matter without any issue
data).

The thing is that On Sep-
tember 27 the police detai-
ned the under-aged Paviel
Krasowski near his porch,
searched him and found
some stickers with appeals
to boycott the election. The
policemen forced the tee-
nager to witness against
Aliaxiei Lapitski who had
ostensibly given him the
stickers. As a result A. La-
pitski was warned. As a
result of evidence received
from A. Lapitski and Paviel
Krasowski by the policemen
Dzienisiuk and Khamien-
kaw, the judge abolished
the warning to Aliaxiei La-
pitski and also directed a
court ruling to the Zhodzina
police and the Zhodzina
Town Executive Committee
concerning numerous vio-
lations the employees of
these State bodies had
committed.

On November 22 Ula-
dzimir Ramanowski met
with the officials of the City
Board of Internal Affairs
(CBIA) of the Miensk City
Executive Committee (on
their initiative) to give evi-
dence on the refusal of the
detention center administ-
ration where he had been
kept during his 10-day ar-
rest to let him meet with his
lawyer. We should remind
that on October 9 lawyer S.I.
Tsurko came to his client,
but the detention center
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On November 26 in Slutsk (Miensk region) a meeting
devoted to 80" anniversary of th Slutsk anti-Bolshevik revolt
took place. Flowers were put on the place of the violent bat-
tles.

administration didn’t let him
in, thus violating some le-
gislative acts. HRC «Vias-
na» filed an application to
the Miensk Procurator’s of-
fice where this violation was
described. The Miensk Pro-
curator’s office directed this
application to the Miensk
Maskowski District Procu-
rator's office, which directed
itto the CBIA Head. As are-
sult CBIA proposed Rama-
nowski to give his explana-
tions. According to Rama-
nowski, CBIA was ready to
admit contradiction of some
normative regulations to the
present legislation. That's
why the persons under ad-
ministrative imprisonment
were actually deprived of
the constitutional right to
legal counseling. CBIA ad-
mitted that these regula-
tions served as a ground for
denying detainees their
constitutional righ CBIA rep-
resentatives said that they
and judicial agencies had a
number of joint consulta-
tions devoted to this prob-
iem. They also prepare pro-
posals aimed at amending
the situation.

On November 23 the
Harodnia Lieninski District
Court finished considering
the cases of the participants

of the opposition protest
«We Want Changes!”

1. Andrei Mialieshka
(the police drew up a report
for organization of the unau-
thorized picket in Harodnia
on November 12 and parti-
cipation in the unauthorized
procession on October 8).
Andrei Mialieshka was fined
170 minimal salaries.

2. Sviatlana Niekh (the
police drew up a report for
organization of the unautho-
rized picket in Harodnia on
November 12 and the unau-
thorized procession on Oc-
tober 8). She was fined 150
minimal salaries.

3.Vadzim Saranchu-
kow (the police drew up a
report for participation in the
unauthorized procession on
October 8) was warned.

4. Andrei Mielnikaw
(Article No. 167.1 of Code
of Administrative Infringe-
ments) was fined 20 mi-
nimal salaries.

5. Alies Lashkowski
(Article No. 167.1 of CAV)
was fined 30 minimal sala-
ries.

6. Volha Ivanova (Artic-
le No. 167.1 of CAV) was
fined 25 minimal salaries

7. Ina Mialieshka (Artic-
le No. 167.1 of CAV) was
warned.
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8. Natallia Kaptsevich
(Article No. 167.1 of CAV)
was fined 30 minimal sala-
ries.

9. Volha Filipovich (Ar-
ticle No. 167.1 of CAV) was
warned.

10. Aliena Mashkala
(Article No. 167.1 of CAV)
was fined 20 minimal sa-
laries.

11. Siarhiei Klimuk
(Article No. 167.1 of CAV)
was fined 30 minimal
salaries.

12. Dzianis Mikhal-
chyk (Article No. 167.1 of
CAV) was fined 30 minimal
salaries.

All detainees applied to
the Harodnia regional branch
of Human Rights Center
«Viasna». Public defenders
from Harodnia branch of Be-
larusian Helsinki Commit-
tee and advocate from HRC
«Viasna» Uladzimir Kisia-
lievich participated in con-
sideration of the administ-
rative cases of S. Niekh
and A. Mialieshka.

On November 24 the
Miensk Maskowski District
Court started considering
the civil case concerning
protection of honor and dig-
nity of Anatol Smalientsaw
(vice-Head of the fact-fin-
ding committee at Ministry
of Internal Affairs). A. Sma-
lientsaw accused the well-
known lawyer Viera Stram-
kowskaia and the journalist
Alieh Hruzdzilovich of sprea-
ding libelous information
about him. He demanded
public apologies and 20
million rubles of compensa-
tion.

The information, that A.
Smalientsaw considers to

be offensive to his honor
and dignity, was published
in the newspaper «Naviny»
in April 1999. Journalist A.
Hruzdzilovich in his article
«Where’s Staravoitaw’s cog-
nac?» described some epi-
sodes of the trial over Vasil
Staravoitaw, ex-Chairman
of the joint company «Ras-
svet». Forinstance, he wro-
te that Viera Stramkowskaia
had asked the court to check
where 40 confiscated bott-
les of cognac «Biely Aist»
had been kept. These bott-
les were taken away from
Staravoitaw as evidence.
According to the information
Stramkowskaia had guests
used cognac «Biely Aist»at
Smalientsaw’s birthday par-
ty. In 1999 the investigators
accused Stramkowskaia of
libel. A criminal case was ini-
tiated. It lasted for 9 months.
Finally the 40 bottles of
cognac were demonstrated
in Kiraw area court. The in-
vestigator proved his inno-
cence but there wasn't cor-
pus delicti in the advocate’s
actions as well. The criminal
case against Stramkows-
kaia was stopped. [n 2000
A. Smalientsaw filed a suit.

At 10 a.m. on Novem-
ber 24 there was appointed
the third sitting of the Bia-
restsie Lieninski District Court
on the suit of Ryhor Varva-
shevich, a «Kolieratron»
factory worker, against the
regional executive commit-
tee that has violated con-
sumers’ rights. The case
was initiated in connection
with an illegal eight-fold
increase in payments for hot
water. Uladzimir Maliei, la-
wyer of HRC «Viasnay, rep-
resented the plaintiff in the

On November 23 Belarusian tradesmen carried out a
one-day warning strike. About 150 000 people took part in
the action. The most active strikers were businessmen from
Miensk, Homiel, Vitsiebsk, Mahiliow, Harodnia, Mazyr, Pinsk,
Slutsk, Kobryn, Salihorsk and other big cities of Belarus.
The tradesmen protested against enforcement of paid regis-
tration of the goods produced in the countries of the Third
World and imported from Russia. If the authorities don't fulfil
the strikers’ claims, on January 1 there will begin an indefinite

strike.
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court. About 30 people wan-
ted to attend the trial, but not
all of them were let in. Judge
Sviatlana lliushyna trans-
ferred the sitting to Decem-
ber 14 because H. Koziel,
representative of the regio-
nal executive committee,
was absent. He explained
that he had been busy ma-
king inquiries about additio-
nal evidence. L.Vistunow,
Acting Prosecutor of the Lie-
ninski District, applied to the
judge asking her to conduct
the trial without the prose-
cution layer. R. Varvashe-
vich is sure that the Procu-
rator’s office try to shun par-
ticipating in the trial becau-
se they understand the ille-
gal nature of the normative
acts of the regional exe-
cutive committee.

On November 24 the
Bierastsie branch of HRC
«Viasna» submitted appli-
cations for five pickets to the
Bierastsie City Executive
Committee. The applicants
intend to hold the pickets on
December 10, anniversary
of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

On November 27 \i-
tsiebsk Kastrychnitski Dist-
rict Court considered the ad-
ministrative case against
the BPR members Siarhiei
Shapira, Uladzimir Patots-
ki, lury Mielnikaw. They
were accused of violating
Article No. 167. 1 of the Co-
de of Administrative Infrin-
gements (organization of an
unauthorized picketin Free-
dom Square on November
12). The picket was devoted
to the results of the election
of the Chamber of Repre-
sentatives. The judge war-
ned all of the defendants

On November 28 the
under-aged brothers Zmi-
tsier and Mikhail Kuznia-
tsows and their parents we-
re called to the Juvenile Com-
mittee. The reason was par-
ticipation in the picket «We
Want Changes!» on Novem-
ber 12. At the committee
sitting representatives of the
Barysaw Town Executive
Committee, social worker
from the school that the bro-
thers go to and policemen
were present. The commit-
tee members expelled a
representative of HRC «Vias-
na» Zmitsier Barodka be-
cause «he had no legal rea-
sons for his presence» the-
re. The Committee fined Mi-
khait Kuzniatsow 3000 Be-
larusian rubles, Zmitsier —
2000.
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SITUATION
Has Becove
WOoRsE

From November 13 to No-
vember 24 hearings on exe-
cution of Convention against
tortures in different countries
were carried out at UN head-
quarters in Geneva. The Repub-
lic of Belarus submitted there
the third official report that was
almost four years late. The al-
ternative report prepared by HRC
«Viasna» was also directed
there.

The committee pointed out
that the official report contained
no information concerning prac-
tical usage of the Convention,
but the alternative report had
many facts and the official repre-
sentatives of the Republic of Be-
larus had to give oral explana-
tions concerning the facts men-
tioned in the alternative report.

The Committee against tor-
tures made a conclusion mentio-
ning only five «positive points»
and many more «reasons for
anxiety». Among these reasons
were:

1. deterioration of the situa-
tion with human rights in Bela-
rus (...) that creates obstacles
to the enforcement of the Con-
vention;

2. absence of definition of
«torture» in the Criminal Code
of the Republic of Belarus (that
means that torture is not percei-
ved as a crime and is not puni-
shed);

3. numerous applications
concerning usage of tortures by
the country officials or with their
silent agreement, in particular,
to political opposition.

The Committee on tortures
worked out certain recommen-
dations to the Republic of Bela-
rus, such as:

1. To make changes in the
Criminal Code that is in effect
in present;

2. to take urgent measures
to create a mechanism of im-
partial investigation of nume-
rous applications about inhu-
mane treatment and punish-
ment of the defendants;

3. to create better condi-
tions in prisons and other peni-
tentiary establishments;

4. to revise the existing
laws with a view to provide in-
dependence of judiciary bo-
dies and advocates fulfilling
their official duties;

5. to create independent
State and non-State national
committees on human rights.

In conclusion the Commit-
tee recommended the Belaru-
sian side to distribute the recom-
mendations as well as a sum-
mary of the consideration of the
periodical report in the country
«through their publication in the
State-run and independents mass
media».

Information Department

of HRC «Viasna».
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PANKRATZ

CORRESPONDENT OF « THE RiGHT TO FREEDOMY
Speaks ABout THE Famous PRAGUE PRISON

The people under investigation ha-
ve the right to meet with their friends
and relatives, 30 minutes every three
weeks. Four adults can be present at
one meeting. People meet in presence
of guards. The prisoners are not allo-
wed to use atelephone. They can write
letters which are censored. In the ca-
ses when a suspect can make a plot
with other ones, his or her letters are
submitted to the bodies of criminal in-
vestigation.

Prisoners receive the first instruc-
tion about the prison regime and rules
at the reception point where every
newcomer spends two or three weeks.
This instruction is translated into many
languages, including Russian.

At the reception point a prisoner
undergoes medical examination. If
nothing is found, he or she receives
bedding and sanitary articles. The
prisoner will have to compensate the
cost of these things as well as other
prison expenditures on him, including
feeding and medical treatment, if s/he
has no insurance (it's mainly foreig-
ners who don’t have it). Prisoners are
fed three times a day, the food is
delivered to cells. Healthy and sick
people receive different type of food,
for the sick there are 11 diets depen-
ding on the illness

The prison has a hospital with
surgical and therapy departments. If
a prisoner feels bad and needs me-
dical treatment, in the morning he tells
the guards about this. In the first half
of the day the guards will take him to
the doctors. If a prisoner needs some
special treatment, the guards may take
him to an ordinary hospital. People
with infectious diseases are taken to
special hospitals for medical treat-
ment. There’s a department for people,
ill with tuberculosis in the prison lo-
cated in Western Prague. In Brno the-
re’s a special hospital where people ill
with hepatitis and other infectious
diseases are treated. Pankratz priso-
ners ill with such diseases are directed
there.

We were also interested to know
what punishments exist for the pri-
soners violating the regime? Major
Shysha explained that for such viola-
tions the prisoners most often are dep-
rived of the right to receive parcels and
buy necessary things in the prison
shop for one months. The second pu-

Ending. The article begins
in No. 18, 21 (66,69)

nishment is when a prisoner
is taken to a single-person
cell (in our country it's called
penal insulator). The prison
administration also has the
right to fine the violator or
confiscate things that belong
to him or her. According to
the Head of Investigative Iso-
lator, this right is rarely ex-
ercised in practice. First of
all, the court should consider
and confirm such decision, |
and it can take much time.
When a punishment is enfor-
ced, a violator can forget why
he is punished. it’s clear that
such punishment is not effec-
tive. «A prisoner can’'t be
deprived of food or walks» — adds our
guide.

The «excursion» through the prison
corridors is getting longer. Looking at
his watch, Mr. Shysha informs us that
we won’t manage to have a look at
lulius Fuchyk'’s cell that was preserved
in the condition of those times and
won't visit the prison museum. Mu-
seum in a prison? Yes, there is one.
There one can see the living conditions
of those who were sentenced to capital
punishment (in Pankratz such priso-
ners were kept till 1989) & the museum
is situated in the room where capital
punishment was once executed. Peop-
le’s heads were cut away with seke-
rama (Czech name for guillotine,
Czech «sekera» means axe). The mu-
seum was established after the abo-
lishment of capital punishment in Cze-
chia. Till 1926 capital punishment was
executed in Karl square of Prague, a
prison yard.

Major Shysha says that during the
German invasion Pankratz was a well-
known Gestapo prison, because after
1939 within the limits of protectorate
of Czechia and Moravia the Czech
executive authorities subdued to the
German occupation administration. At
that time there were many capital
punishments executed, especially af-
ter an attempt to assassinate Heidrikh
in 1942,

In this prison there’s also. a monu-
ment to political prisoners that were
kept there from 1943 to 1960. The
Czech legislation system after war and
a number of new laws created there
ideal conditions for a totalitarian State
to emerge. Till 1953 there were about
15 000 political prisoners. >From 1946
to 1964 1011 people were hanged,
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about 240 o” than: -- far political rea-
sons.

The last political prisoner decapi-
tated was a peasant laroslav Bochan.
So, as in other totalitarian countries,
in Czechia capital punishment was an
effective means of political repression.
The monument to the political priso-
ners was erected due to help of Aliesh
Kyr, Ph.D., - one of the strugglers
against capital punishment in Czechia
Capital punishment was used for the
last time in 1989 against a 36-year-
old murderer. After November 17 the
practice of capital punishment was dis-
continued, in 1990 Law No. 179 pro-
hibited it. Now the most severe pu-
nishment in the Czech Republic is life-
long imprisonment.

It's very important for us, citizens
of Belarus, to know about the positive
experience of the countries who refu-
sed capital punishment. It's a pity that
even now most of our compatriots live
according to the laws of Babylonian
czar Khamurapi: a tooth for a tooth and
an eye for an eye hoping that violence
of punishment will stop violence of
crimes.

Parting with our group Mr. Shysha
says that the prison administration
approves of NGOs' attempts to sup-
port prisoners, especially those whose
terms are over. He thinks that common
efforts will help people not to return to
a life of crime again.

Tatsiana REVIAKA.

Photo from «Patron» magazine.
All the proceeds from its sale
are used to support prisoners
and those who are just released
from prison.
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