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CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

©f the many stories my grandmother told me, the one I remember most
strongly was one about the destroying of the local church. When the
Soviets came, they decided to change the church into a barn. From the
roof they knocked off the wooden cross. One of the communist zealots
chopped it into pieces, another one burned them in a fire. Religious
people, in outrage against the reds, crossed themselves, saying that
these heathens will not avoid God’s revenge. The religious folks were
not mistaken..after some years, the one who had burned the cross went
to sleep in a hay shed. In the night, lightning struck the shed and the
sinner was burned to ashes. To the second one who blasphemied the
cross was born a retarded and deformed son. People said that before
the cross chopper’s death, he ran into a field and screamed into the sky
with the words, ”"my god, my $od, why have you forsaken me?” At one
time, I wondered how much truth is in this story and how much fiction.
But that’s not what is important. Important is that no evil $oes without
punishment.
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3/IAYLIHCTBA | TAKAPAHLHE

3 MHoriX ricTopbisiy, AKis anaBanana 6abyns, Hanbonbw sanamsTa-
Nacs Tas npa 3bHilWv3aHbHe MsAcuoBad cbBATbIHI. Kani npoiiwni case-
Tbl, 6b1I0 MacTaHOY IeHa nepayTBapbiub 6aXkHiuy y cknan s6oxxka. 3
naxy nanoy 6bly CKiHYTbl Hpaynsiibl KpbiX. AN3iH nepakaHaHbl
KaMYHICT naceKk Aro Ha KaBaJKi, IpYri ATOHbl TaBapblWl NaceYaHbl
KpbiX cnaniy y Boriwybl. Tla6oxHbist Mon3i § Kaxy al YbIPBOHBIX
XarHanics bl Kasasi, wto 6ockai Kapbl TbIM HelaBAPKaM HAA MiHa-
Baub. He nambininics... Ipa3 konbki ranoy To#, wro naniy Kpbix,
naAwoy cnaub Ha ceHa. YHaubl § NyHio, I3e cnay, yaapblia ManaHka
i rpawHik 3rapay y Barui. Dpyromy X, KaTopbl ceK, Hapanaiycs
136in1bHbI bl 3BbIPOLNIBLI cbil. Kasani, wiTo nepan coMepuio KpbiKa-
ceK Bbiber y nose, Henaanék al Mecua, A3e NacbBifi KapoBay, i
Kpbluay y Heba Takimi cnoBami: “Boxa Mo, Hoxa Moi! uamy Tol
MsiHe nakinyy?”. Kanicbui s 3anymBaycs, KosibKi X y rataf ricropbli
npayibl, a KOJbKi BblAYMKi. Ane ranoyHae Ha Toe. ManoyHae X, wro
HiBoIlHae 3710 He 3acTaelua 6e3 nakapaHbHsl.



