JHOTbI



JMIRRORS

In every house in the village, there was a mirror. For those who
were a bit more prosperous, there was what was called a trumeau -
a special console. At the bottom of all consoles, there was a brown,
polished drawer, with wooden or glass doors, above which there
was fixed a huge, man-sized mirror. In the case of the trumeau, the
entire console was made of one piece of glass; but what made this an
even more interesting innovation were its three way mirrors. ‘When
sticking your forehead into the middle mirror and enclosing yourself
with the two adjoining sides, one could gaze upon oneself in dozens of
different images. I spent time with my head inside the three way
mirror, looked at myself front-wise, profile, from the right-side and
left side, from the front and from the back, this way and that - it
happened that my grandfather was a bit irritated by this: “why are
you fawning over yourself in front of this mirror?” | generally liked
mirrors from the earliest recollections of my childhood. I could
delight myself for a few hours, even; and | remember often asking
myself an un-childish question: "how would I look, for example, in
twenty years, and then thirty and so on?” Childish curiosity
provoked me beyond - knowledge of something so distant and almost
unreachable. Now I look upon myself in the mirror and wonder how I
will look in my forties, fifties and so on. The situation is different
perhaps only for the fact that now the perspective of seeing my aged
appearance is not so distant as it used to seem to a kid... when my
grandfather died, all the mirrors were covered for the duration of
the funeral.
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JIOCTPhI

Y KoXxHali BsickoBail Xaue Bicesi nocTpbl. ¥ barauedwbix yacTa
CTasNa Toe, WTO Ha3sbiBaeuua TpyMoM. [lan cnonam Kapbbe-
Basi, NaKaBaHaA TyMba 3 HpaynsAHbIMI dbl WKIAHbIMI d3bBep-
uaMi, Han siKiMi 6bin0 3aMauaBaHae slapaBesHae, NaMepaM 3
napociiara YanaBeka, JiocTpa. TpyMo cknalanacs 3 amHaro
nicTa NOCTPa, a HaWIMaT UikaBedWan BbIHaXonKaH 6bIy TPbisb-
Ax. ¥ iM, Kani npoinsniuya inoM ma csApamHsAra MocTpa, @
nByMa iHWbIMI 3avblHiuua ycApansiHe, MoXHa 6buio cysipaub
csbe § n3sicATKaxX po3HbIX abniuvay. A npacenksay 3 yTKHyTaH
Y TPbUIbAX FanaBolo, pasrisiay cAbe y aHgac i npodhinb, cnpapa
i abneBa, cnepany i 33amy, TaK i caK. Daed, 6biBara, 3naBay
HaBaT - Yaro Tbl XapowbIWCA nepa raTbiM JiocTpam? S Haoryn 3
MaJieHcTBa Mio6iy nocTpol. Mor uanbiMi ransinami nlobaBauua Ha
csbe i namsTalo, wTo vYacTa 3alaBajcs 3YciM HelaAYHIM
nbiTaHbHeM - 5K A 6yny Bbirsisnaub Hy ckaxaM ranoy y 20, a
nacbnis § 30 i ratak naned. MsHe BApan3ina nsiuAvas ujkay-
HacbUb, cna3HaHbHe BesibMi aljlerjiae, aMajlb HedacsAraJjbHae.
Usnep s rasmxy Ha cs6e y ntocTpa i mymato, sk 6yny BoiEAALAUD
y 40, 50 i r. o. CoiTyaupis anposbHiBaeuya banai TOMbKI THIM,
WTO UsANep s Ko pasyMeto, WTO NIPCMIKTbIBA Jbaubiup y Atoc-
TPbI CBaé cacTapasiae abnivva Hsl Takas ¥Xo i annernas, Ak 3na-
Basiacsl Talbl ManoMy... Kani namép Moi nsen, yce mocTpbl ¥
Xaue 6biii 3acIOHeHbIA Ha Yac NaXaBaHbHS.



