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The Concept of V. Lastouski in Works of

Contemporary Histori ans
by Ryhor Maksimovich

Summary: It has been known to historians for
some time that the terms, Rus and Ruskaya Zemlya,
were f ir st applied on ly t o t h e ter rito r ies o f th e
Polyanye near Kiev. It was only from the beginning
of the 12th cen tury that th e scope of t hese terms

spread to include o ther East European lands. Fo r a
long time, however , no explanation was offered for
the cause of that spread to territories remote f rom
the Kievan center of power and influence. In 1923,
t he Byelo russian hist or ian, Vaclau Last ousk i,
advanced the thesis that the prin cipal factor of that
diffusion was the Or thodox Church, since that faith,
after Kiev’s conversion, was referred to as the fa ith
of Rusy, Russian faith. Lastouski’s thesis has since

th en been accep ted by o ther h istor ian s. In recent
years it has receiv ed considerable development and
subst ant ia t ed t r eatment in t he wo rk s o f Hen ryk
Paszkiewicz.
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Dispute Over Non–Existent Documents
by Ryhor Maksimovich

Summary: Several years ago a discussion t ook
place in a P olish journal «Kultura» cent er ing on
of ficial documen ts f rom the 17 th–cen tury Grand
Duchy o f Lit huan ia, writ t en allegedly in th e
Lithuanian language. It is well known among scholars
that Byelorussian (and not Lithuanian) was the official

language in t h e Grand Duchy o f Lit huania . The
discussion among t he Po lish aut ho rs arose f rom
igno r ing th e fact t h at in t h e 17t h cen t ury th e
Byelo russian language, especially in Muscovy , was
quite often called «Lithuanian». This misconception
demonst ra t es th e impo rt ance o f being aware o f
semantic changes in histo rical terms and concep ts.
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Three Editions of the Lithuanian Statute

of 1588

by Ryhor Maksimovich

Summary: It was already known to scholars in
the 19t h cen tury that the Byelorussian text of the
so–called Lithuanian Statute of 1588 was printed not
just once, as generally thought, but three times. No
one, however, had been able to establish the years of
publication for the second and t hird edition s. Only
in the years following World War II did A. S. Zernova
determine, after intensive st udy of the Byelorussian

publicat io ns o f th e Mamoni y Bro th er s P rint in g
House in Vilna, that the second edition was published
in 1592/93 and the third edition in 1594/95.
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