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Belarusians have been fa r less in clined to leave

their native country than, for instance, Russians and
Poles, but their emigration, too, provides a fascinating

field of research. Indeed, the last few years have seen
a markedly increased interest in the history and literary

a ctiv ities o f th e m id–2o th–centu ry Bela ru sian
emigration, both in Belarus itself and in some of the

places where the émigrés found new homes. In part,
this may be attributed to the relatively recent possibility

of metropolitan Belarusian scholars consulting Western
publications and archival materials, and partly to the

fact th a t th e ém igré comm un ities th em selves,
strengthened by a new genera tion, have responded

actively to the challenge of collecting and publishing
scattered materia ls before they are irretrievably lost.

Although the post–World War II emigration was
numerically the greatest, the chrono logical range of

emigration from Belarus covers a wide spectrum from

some of the outstanding writers of today, notably the

movement that forms the subject of this book, however,

is th at of th ose Bela rusian s who left their country
towards th e end o f th e war. It is they who have

attracted most attention from scholars inside Belarus,

Jan Czykwin in Eastern



Poland, and, most importantly, émigré scholars like Anton

÷t Kipiel and, in recent years, the author
of the present study. In addition to purely editing work,

collections of annotated literary and historical texts, and

of articles on émigré literature, Archiunaja kniha (New
York, 1997) and Kamentary (Miensk, 1999). In the present

volume he offers a more homogenous picture of the
Belarusian literary movement in emigration, drawing

material from rare and little–known sources, including
wartime newspapers and the archives of the Belarusian

Institute of Science and Art in New York. His chronology
of events covers more than half a century, and the book is

rich in correspondence, be it between the publishers and
editor of the first important anthology of Belarusian émigré

÷, or between prominent
émigré writersand membersof the Soviet Belarusian Union

are represented bypreviously unpublished correspondence.

The status of a distingu ished émig ré writer like
the late Masiej Siadniou is assured, but he was not an

isolated figure, and the literary process and context to
which he belonged is fascinating in its own right. With

this thoroughly annotated collection of new materials

contribution to our understanding and knowledge of
the history and culture of the Belarusian emigration.

School of Slavonic and East Eu ropean Studies

University College London

ARNOLD McMILLIN
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