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This scientific digest is based upon the materials of the First International Scientific Conference
«History of Trade in Belarus (since ancient times till the end of the XX century): problems of study
and prospects of research», held on November 14-16, 2013 in Minsk. The organizer and sponsor
of the conference was the CEO of Menka Group Larysa Lazarevic¢. That conference laid the founda-
tion for implementation of research project called «The history of trade in Belarus» and writing
a collective scientific monograph entitled «History of retail trade in Belarus».

The digest gives a good insight into the studies of Belarusian trade history. In territorial aspect
local trade (individual cities, towns and regions) appeared to be studied the most;
in chronological terms, it is trade in Russian Empire; thematically, it is trade links and consumer
market development (macroeconomics). The authors of the digest are showing which factors
affect the trade in Belarus, which organizational forms it had in the past, what individual centers
of trade and merchants and trades looked like, what features trade had during Soviet period.
Archaeologists are focusing on the issue of evolution from simple products exchange to trade.
They debated about our ancestors’ origins of trading activities. There is hope that the conference
and its materials will lay the foundation for a serious study of history of trade in Belarus.
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