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“FREEDOM MARCH-Z” - COLD
SPRING GIVES WAY TO HOT EVENTS

After the Chernobyl
disaster the spring in
Belarus comes late. It is
cold and snowy. Nor was
the very day of March 15,
the day of adoption of
the Constitution of the
Republic of Belarus, the
day the “Freedom
March-2” was held. But
in spite of the weather
more than 25 thousands
of Belarusan citizens
participated in the rally
and mass-meeting.

The traditional slogans of the
“Freedom March” for the conti-
nuation of negotiations between
the authorities and the opposi-
tion “Negotiations, changes, vic-
tory!” and anti-integration, anti-
presidential: “To Europe without
Lukashenka!” “Belarus for Bela-
rusans — Lukashenka go to Rus-
sia!” were followed by a new one
“No Belarusan forces in Chech-
nya!l” The participants of the “Free-
dom March-2" gathered at the
Yakub Kolas Square, processed
along Skaryna Avenue and Sur-
ganov street to the Bangalor Squa-
re where the mass-meeting and

- Minsk, 15 March 2000,
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a concert of the popular Bela-
rusan rock-groups “N.R.M" and
“Neiro Dubel” took place.

The authorities took some
preparations for the action. Ale-
xander Lukashenka was very
angry with the representatives of
the Minsk City Executive Commit-

tee to permit the meeting after
“the slaughter on October 17 last
year.” The words “A step left, step
right from the law and we'll kick
the blood out off you” is the clear
evidence that it was he who gave a
command to disperse the peaceful
(To be continued on p. 2)
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WITHOUT RIGHT TO MAKE A CHOICE

ON THE EVE OF THE “Freepom MARCH-2"
AUTHORITIES ARE INTIMIDATING THE YOUTH

- Students of the Minsk
grammar school Ne9 addres-
sed to the HRC “Viasna” with
a statement about human
rights violations in their edu-
cational establishment. It's
said in the statement that they
were presented following ul-
timatum by the administration
of the grammar school: “Whe-
ther you take part in the ac-
tion, which will be held in our
school (was specially organi-
sed to prevent young people
from participation in the

“Freedom March-2") or you'll
be expelled from the grammar
school...”

It was not only example of
such treatment of students in
educational establishments of
Minsk City. The HRC “Viasna”
was reported that similar talks
were conducted in other high
schools and universities of
Belarusan capital. For instan-
ce, students of the Manage-
ment Academy were inti-
midated by disciplinary sanc-
tions if they would participate

in the opposition-organised
action. There is one more
example — it was even funny
one: administration of one of the
high schools planned to con-
duct a disco party on 15 March
in the evening obliging all the
students and teachers to take
to take part in it (usually par-
ties are held in the week ends.).

Itis clear that the authori-
ties are afraid of possible
mass actions declared by op-
position and try to prevent the
youth from participation in
these actions because of a
fact that young people are the
most active participants of
opposition-organised actions.

“FrReepom MARCH-2” — coLD
SPRING GIVES WAY TO HOT EVENTS

(continued from p.1)

participants of the procession
last year. The Minsk Execu-
tive Committee and Law-En-
forcement agencies percei-
ved the President’s words in
their own way. March 15 was
announced a working day.
The guarding of governmen-
tal buildings was enforced:;
main forces were located along
the route of the procession.
Unexpectedly in some places
along this way “road mainte-
nance work” began. In some
of schools and other educa-
tional institutions of Minsk
City disco and different amu-
sement shows for students
were organised.

A special team was orga-
nised by the “March” partici-
pants to keep order and neu-
tralise provoking actions. In
the whole the first action of
the “Hot spring-2000” had no
special incidents. Though be-
fore the “Freedom March-2"
started a young man (later he
turned out to be the 2™ year
student of the Geography
Department of the Belarus’
State University Syargei Kaz-
low) rushed to the reporter of
the Russian TV company
NTV Alexander Kolpakov
and hit him in the face. Kaz-
low claimed to disagree with
the NTV interpretation of the
war in Chechnya. The provo-
ker was detained by the par-
ticipants of the “Freedom
March” not by militia. Among
these people was Ales Danil-
chyk, a monitor of the Human
Rights Centre “Viasna.” The
rally itself had no incidents
and its participants kept their
way. After the end of the
‘Freedom March-2" six of
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them were arrested but re-
leased in the evening of the
same day.

During the meeting at the
Bangalor Square well-known
opposition politicians took
floor. Among them were De-
puty chairman of the United
Civic Party Alexander Dabra-
volski, vice-speaker of the
legitimate 13" Supreme
Soviet Anatol Lyabedzka, ex-
Prime Minister of Belarus
Mikhail Chygir, head of the
Belarusan Social Democratic
Party “Narodnaya Gramada”
Mikola Statkevich, head of
the Belarusan Popular Front
Vintsuk Vyachorka, deputy of
the 13" Supreme Soviet Lud-
mila Graznova and others.
Head of the OSCE Advisory
and Monitoring Group in Be-
larus Hans-Heorg Wieck,
USA ambassador to Belarus
Daniel Speckhard, represen-
tatives of the Amnesty In-
ternational, Human Rights
Watch, People in Need, hu-
man rights activists from Po-
land and Lithuania also took
part in the “Freedom March-
2.” The same actions also

were held in Brussels, Pra-
gue, Warsaw, Kiev and the
largest cities of Belarus that
day.

Tens of thousands of citi-
zens of the Republic of Bela-
rus unsatisfied with A.Luka-
shenka’s regime took part in
the “Freedom March-2.” But
no doubt the start of the “Hot
spring-2000” announced by
the Belarusan opposition as
a complex of actions for in-
dependence of the Repubilic,
democratic reforms and hu-
man rights became the first
successful step towards in-
dependence. The authorities
have seen and realised that
all. Therefore the Minsk Exe-
cutive Committee didn't per-
mit to held the rally on the
Freedom Day; celebrated by
the Belarusan opposition on
March 25, the day when the
Belarusan Popular Republic
was declared in 1918. But the
people striving for freedom
cannot be stopped by Luka-
shenka's regime, as well as
none can stop spring coming
with its flood.

Andrei NALIVA

IN RESPONSE
SHE GOT
TEAR-GAS

IN FACE

MiLITIAMEN BEAT-UP

A WOMAN THAT TOOK
PART IN THE
“FrReepom MARCH-2”

On 15 March Galina Ra-
byankova was going home
after participation in the
‘Freedom March-2". Near
the intersection of Varva-
shenya and Bagdanovich
streets she by chance wi-
tnessed illegal actions of
militia officers that were
severely beating an unk-
nown man. Two militiamen
were slapping stranger’s
face and as a result of such
‘detention” the man was al-
most unclosed: only trousers
and boots were on him...
People who witnessed this
scene were filled with
indignation by this treatment
of a poor man. Galina Ra-
byankova decided to take a
picture of the scene of “de-
tention.” After she took some
close-ups one of militiaman
suddenly fell upon her and
knocked her down. Mrs
Rabyankova fell down and
injured her-arm. Then the
militiaman began dragging
her to his college saying:
“She took a picture of us!”
Militiamen snatched away a
camera from G.Rabyan-
kova's hands, took out a film
from it and tore it off before
eyes of G.Rabyankova and
other witnesses. Then militia
officers snatched G.Rabyan-
kova's bag and began sear- -
ching it. They found some
labels “Freedom March-2"
there. Having seen them mi-
litamen began crying: “Bela-
rusan Popular Front mem-
bers should be trampled!”
They humiliated Mrs Ra-
byankova using swear-
words. G.Rabyankova tried
to get to know the names of
those “polite” militia officers
but she failed. In response to
her questions she got tear-
gas in face.

Mrs Rabyankova was
forced to address to the Hu-
man rights Centre “Viasna’
for help after what had hap-
pened to her. A complaint
was lodged and addressed
to the Minsk Prosecutor’s
Office.

Information department

of the HRC “Viasna”
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DEFENDED. ..

Andrus Bandarovich and
Syargei Khadarkevich, stu-
dents of a grammar school
named after Yakub Kolas ad-
dressed with a statement to
the Human Rights Centre
“‘Viasna.” They reported that
two unknown men came up
to them in metro station, to-
re away their jackets and
signs advertising “Freedom
March-2." Those strangers
were, according to the state-
ment, in camouflage uniform
and resembled represen-
tatives of the pro-Fascist
organisation Russian Na-
tional Unity. Andrus and
Syargei offered them to go
to the nearest charge office.
Friends were deeply surpri-
sed when in the metro sta-
tion charge office they heard
that they were detained for
sticking on leaflets. Militia-
men immediately took away
students’ bags and began
searching them. As for unk-
nown people... militiamen let

them go without asking their
names.

There were some labels
“Freedom March-2" and two
signs “Freedom March-2"
found by militiamen in the
bags of the students. Militia-
men in no way reacted to the
protests and questions about
the grounds for detention.
When the boys asked per-
mission to telephone the pa-
rents and inform them about
what happened to them
militiamen said in response
that it was not a detention but
simply ordinary talk.

Boys also offered to mili-
tiamen to phone their chief to
make certain of decision that
the City authorities sanctio-
ned “Freedom March-2". Ha-
ving phoned militiamen at
parting suggested Andrus
and Syargei “hiding away” in
case boys would meet them
and added: “If we were notin

militia uniform you wouldn’t"

leave this room alive.”

GoT UNDER “PRESS”...

PovimicaL PrISONER ULADzZIMIR KuDzZINAW
GOT SEVEN DAYS OF A PENALTY ISOLATOR

Prisoner of conscience
Uladzimir Kudzinaw, deputy
of the Supreme Soviet of the
13" convocation, who ac-
tually has been doing his
term in prison since autumn
1997, got seven days of a
penalty isolator. As it became
known U.Kudzinaw was pu-
nished for the following vio-
lation of the prison order. Af-
ter morning physical exer-
cises U.Kudzinaw went to-
gether with his cellmates to
smoke. Custody guard Ka-
rulin passing by saw U.Ku-
dzinaw smoking. He didn't
like something and that's
why rushed to U.Kudzinaw
pushing other prisoners
apart. As it turned out Karulin
didn't like the way U.Kudzi-
naw was smoking. He ac-
cused U.Kudzinaw of star-
ting smoking to early. It was
clearly seen that Karulin was
interested only in U.Kudzi-
naw's personality for he
didn't make any remarks to
other prisoners. Karulin drew
up a report and U.Kudzinaw
was immediately put in a pe-
nalty isolator,

It should be mentioned
that U.Kudzinaw has always
had very difficult relations
with administration staff of
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the prison for administration
was ready to fulfil any order
by security 'service. That's
why when the name of U.Ku-
dzinaw was several times
mentioned in independent
press there appeared an or-
der to put U.Kudzinaw under
so called “press.” One after
another there appeared dif-
ferent reports about breaking
order of the custody regime
by the deputy of the 13"
Supreme Soviet. For examp-
le, when U.Kudzinaw was ill
and couldn’t change his bed-
linen, or when he didn't know
that custody administration
crossed his name out of the
prison chess tournament
there were drawn such re-
ports.

These very intensive
searching of “regime viola-
tions” are connected with for-
thcoming amnesty. Administ-
ration of the prison needs to
have such “violations” in or-
der not to put U.Kudzinaw to
the list of amnestied people.

It should be mentioned
also that U.Kudzinaw's state
of health has considerably
worsened. It is proved by the
fact that he has lost 40 ki-
lograms since his imprison-
ment.
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“How 1T was?”

Human rights organisation “Legal Assistance to the Po-
pulation” presented a special issue of the independent investi-
gation titled “How it was?" dedicated to the developments that
took place in Minsk on 17 October 1999 — the day when the
Freedom March-1 was held. This special issue is a collection
of publications in press, documents, and witnesses’ testimo-
nies. Aleg Vouchak chairman of “Legal Assistance to the Po-
pulation” told how this issue was prepared. People suffered
from actions of special militia troops on 17 October told what
happened to them. Among these people were Alexander
Shchurko, Uladzimir Zvernik, Dzyanis Charnow — son of Ula-
dzimir Charnow that got political asylum in Holland. Well-known
human rights activists also took floor. Deputy chairman of the
HRC “Viasna” Valyantsin Stefanovich was invited to the pre-
sentation.

eg

ONE HUNDRED
DAYS BEING RELEASED

Vasil Staravoitaw, well-known and respected man in the
country, Hero of the Socialist Labour, chairman of the famous
collective farm “Rassvet” of the Magilew district did two years
in prison under far-fetched accusation (to be exact he was
sentenced due to personal envy and revenge of A.Lukashenka.
“The Right to Freedom” wrote about it several times). One hund-
red days after his release lawyer V.Stramkowskaya organised
a press conference with participation of her client. It should be
mentioned also while defending V.Staravoitaw Prosecutor’s Of-
fice simultaneously instituted criminal proceedings against Vera
Stramkowskaya. Press conference was held in the headquar-
ters of the Centre for Human Rights (V.Starmkowskaya is a
chairwoman of it). Vasil Staravoitaw shared his fillings and im-
pressions of returning to the civil life, to his home village and
collective farm and of course about history of his arrest. Vasil

- Staravoitaw was quite certain that current regime is not eternal.

He said with confidence that Belarus would soon get rid off to-
talitarian chains.

Staravoitaw and Vera Sta
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INSIDE LOOK AT SWEDEN

Collaboration and experience exchange

. of the Human Rights Centre “Viasna” with
its western partner is going on.
At the beginning of March human rights
activists from Belarus spent a week
in democratic Sweden. They were invited by
peace-making organisation Svenska Freds.
Svenska Freds has been working with society
problems, democratisation and peaceful
conflict solution more than a hundred years.
For example, it keeps under observation such
unstable regions of Europe like the countries
of former Yugoslavia and Russia. Swedish
peacemakers struggle for armament reduce
and against use of certain kinds of weapon
(such as anti-personal mines). Struggle
for peace and human rights is a traditional
thing for Sweden: this country has not
participated in wars for one hundred eighty
years. Belarusan delegation was made u
p of representatives of Belarusan regions.
The Belarusans were very active in Sweden:
during the week they held quite a number
of meetings with Swedish schoolchildren,
students, teachers, journalists, lawyers,
parliament members, and even policemen.
Swedish people showed great interest
to Belarus everywhere, so our delegates
could ask questions about the country

they were visiting.

SWEDISH PRISON

We got to prison on the
ve-ry first day of our visit.
Like clients. But it was just
an excursion. A guest from
a post-Soviet country at first
can take a Stockholm inves-
tigation isolator for a hospital
or a hotel. There was a buil-
ding near the “hotel.” First |
was making pictures of it as
it looked like an architectural
masterpiece, a temple or a
university. Then it turned out
to be Stockholm City Police
Department.

The prison Kronaberg-
shektet in Stockholm and our
custody in Valadarski Street
have nothing in common.
There is nobody in the hall
there. There is no long queue
of tired and nervous relatives
of the prisoners who are af-
raid to be late for the mee-
ting, to fail to pass a parcel
or miss an appointment with
a chief... Instead of them,
there is a glass partition, two
guards on duty and some
visitors. One of the visitors is
talking on the telephone —
two ladies with a carriage
and a kid are talking to each
other and smiling.
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The Kronabergshektet
prison looks new, though it
was built in 1975. At first we
couldn’t trust our eyes and
words of the security chief
Mats Landebrink. For examp-
le, | couldn’t realise how 60
per cent of the prisoners can
be allowed to send and re-
ceive letters, see relations
once a wee. And besides,
the letters are drug tested
and remain unread. First,
Belarusan security guards
like to be letter-censors. Se-
cond, here in Belarus | couldn’t
get letters and New Year
cards for almost 3 months.
As for the letter from Ales
Pushkin, Belarusan artist, it
disappeared from the sealed
envelope. So, Swedish mail
Is better even in prison.

Mr Landebrink couldn’t
understand some questions
as well. He wondered how
security guard reading mails
could help the investigation
process. In Sweden it is
Prosecution Office to decide
whether correspondence
can hamper the investigation
process and prison administ-
ration is to submit it to the
Prosecution Office.

After the talk about the
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Human Rights Centre
“Viasna” staff members
Palina Stsepanenka and
‘Tatsyana Snitko in the cell
of the Swedish prison. -

conditions in the Kronaberg-
shektet prison and other pri-
sons, security chief assistant
showed us a lot of different
rooms of that institution. | will
say some more words about
it later. That is another ques-
tion. The fact is that few of
our hotels can compete by
living conditions with a Swe-
dish prison.

SWEDISH SCHOOLS

Sweden has got a 9-year
secondary school compul-
sory for all children. Then
most of teenagers go to dif-
ferent high schools. Gene-
rally they have one or several
main subjects. They can be
social sciences, economics,
sport, or a foreign language.
Usually we talked to high
school students specialising
in different fields of science.
But some times we met with
high school and university
students and also interna-
tional institute post graduate
students. We were invited to
appear in public in different
regions and suburbs of
Stockholm, in the cities of
Upsala, Arebra, Skowder
and some others.

Our delegation couldn’t
getto all the discussions and
seminars we were invited to
by students and their tea-
chers. So we decided to se-
parate into groups. Every
group had Russian-speaking
member of Svenska Freds.
Sometimes we were surpri-
sed by Swedish teenagers
who asked us to talk in the
Belarusan language to com-
pare two Slavonic langua-
ges. Swedish people were
struck by the beauty and at
the same time incompre-
hensiveness of our language
even for the interpreters from
Russian. Very often | was to
talk about the history of Be-
larus, the Chernobyl dis-
aster and just show the
country on the map.

Several times before the
talk we tried to ask people
what they knew about
Belarus and who knew Bela-
rusan famous people. As |
could see the first well-
known person there is Volga
Korbut. Two different pupils
from two different schools
told me that the famous
gymnastics world champion
was tenderly called “Sparrow
from Minsk.” For number of
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people our country is asso-
ciated with Chernobyl dis-
aster and our President
A.Lukashenka. Sometimes
Belarus was mixed up with
the Ukraine, when the foot-
ball player Andrei Shev-
chenko, pole-vaulter Sergei
Bubka and even... today's
president Leanid Kuchma
were mentioned.

Later the teachers told us
that after our meetings their
pupils looked for name “Be-
larus” in Internet and encyc-
lopaedic dictionaries...

We showed the episodes
of the film “Fear” in some
educational institutions. Then
talked about the destiny of
some film’'s heroes: Lyavo-
naw, Klimaw, Ganchar... So-
me times we were asked
guestions about present
situation in our country. Swe-
dish youth most often was
interested and therefore
asked questions about future
elections in Belarus, whether
we had problems going
abroad, how the Belarusan
youth see the future of their
country, what problems we'll
face when back home.

MEETING HUMAN
RIGHTS ACTIVISTS

We met human rights
activists in different cities of
Sweden. They were repre-
sentatives of different orga-
nisations, including Amnesty
International, Swedish orga-
nisation SPAS and Swedish
department of Helsinki Com-
mittee. Actually those were
people knowing ins and outs
of Belarus and sometimes
asked quite tricky questions
about our realities. We took
part in several seminars and
discussions about human
rights in Belarus. Amnesty
International invited “Viasna”
representatives to its annual
session in August 2000. One
more thing | was surprised at
is that there were a lot of
teachers among the mem-
bers of human rights organi-
sations in Sweden. On the
opposite if they lived in Be-
larus they could lose their job
for “involving children in po-
litics.”

MEeETING
JOURNALISTS

When we visited some of
cities of Sweden, several
Swedish newspapers had
time to write about our de-
legation. At the same time
there was information of Be-
larus and its political situation
in the Swedish newspapers.
We were dealing with re-

© PDF: Kamunikat.org 2013

porters constantly; at least all
our three interpreters have
had this experience and had
been to Belarus.

Visiting the city of Arebrs,
one of our groups held a big
press conference.

The largest and most de-
tailed interviews with “Vias-
na” representatives were
probably made by Russian-
speaking “Radio of Sweden”
and Swedish-speaking ma-
gazine “Pax”.

The Swedish press is
quite opposite to ours. Firstly,
by appearance: it is colourful
with photos; secondly, free-
dom of speech exists and
functions there unlike in
Belarus. The papers are not
characterised there like “sta-
te” and “private,” but more
precisely in accordance with
its belonging to a certain
political party or movement,
like “social-democratic,” “in-
dependent,” “liberal,” “right”
and so on.

The most popular Swe-
dish paper is the daily paper
of a large circulation “Metro.”
You can get it free in metro.
There is a special magazine
for unemployed people. It is
edited specially for the
unemployed to sell itin public
transport and earn this way
at least something.

SweDISH “Nyamica”

Last autumn Sweden al-
so faced a tragedy, which
brought a lot of victims. It is
strange but the number of
young people dead is ap-
proximately the same as in
Belarus: about 60 people.
But the difference of the
feasts on which the tragedies
happened is quite consi-
derable. Our children died at
the concert St. Trinity and
Swedish in the city of Gote-
borgh at the disco on Hal-
loween. In western countries
Halloween coincides with our
religious feast Dziady. The
souls of dead are considered
to come out on the Earth to-
gether with the Evil Spirit
making troubles.

Today there are several
young men in the Guteborgh
prison, accused of the disco
building arson. First this ar-
son was considered to be
made by the fascists of the
city, as most victims were
emigrants or emigrants’
descendants. But this ver-
sion was rejected during the
investigation. The trial is ex-
pected to dot ‘i's’ in this case
in a month time. And now the
parents of the children died
in the tragedy, as well as the
Belarusan parents unite into

their organisation. Like in
Minsk, they create their
memorial centre, they write
a book about them.

REICHSTAG

Swedish parliament is
called Reichstag. Out of its
349 members (indeed elec-
ted by the people, unlike in
Lukashenka’s National As-
sembly), 131 members are
the representatives of So-
cial-Democratic Party. Social
Democrats are called the
leading party as they have
majority in the parliament.
The other parties in Reich-
stag are the left wing (ex-
communists), the moderate
(the right wing in the past),
Christian Democratic Party
and the agrarian party, libe-
rals and “greens.”

Belarusan guests met
the representative of Social
Democrats in the Swedish
parliament Tone Tsingsgard.
Mrs Tsingsgard is a member
of the defence committee,
which is debating about the
governmental proposal of
disarmament. It's quite inte-
resting that 44 per cent of the
governmental bodies’ mem-
bers are women.

Belarusan human rights
activists answered the ques-
tions of Reichstag repre-
sentatives. Mrs Tsingsgard
said that recently the in-par-
liament organisation “Bela-
rus-Sweden” was created.
Our country has become in-
teresting for Sweden, though
before much attention was
paid to democracy develop-
mentin Lithuania, Latvia and
Estonia.

On the day of our visit to
Reichstag, a delegation of
European Union representa-
tives came to Stockholm to
be consulted by the Swedish
parliament members about
the high-level discussion of
the Belarusan problems,
which are going to be held
in the nearest future.

After the talk to the par-
liament member we were on
excursion in Reichstag. But
we were not alone. On that
day there were Swedish
students there. According to
the Swedish law every citi-
zen has aright to visit the par-
liament hall and listen to the
debates and questions dis-
cussed. In order to get to our
Belarusan parliament even a
journalists have to get a spe-
cial pass. But now it's quite
difficult, you will not get a pass
and besides, who will go the
dictatorial parliament it's not
interesting to anybody...

Tatsyana SNITKO
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SPECIAL
SERVICES
ARE
WORKING

HARD...

Human Rights Centre
“‘Viasna” was addressed by Mi-
raslaw Lazowski on 2 March.
Miraslaw Lazowski reported
that he was detained by mi-
litia in metro station “Kastrych-
nitskaya” and taken to the
charge office where militia
officer drew up a charge
sheet about his detention for
spreading leaflets of non-re-
gistered organisation “White
Legion”. After that M.Lazows-
ki was taken to the Minsk Le-
ninski Administration of Inter-
nal Affairs. In Leninski Admi-
nistration of Internal Affairs
Miraslaw Lazowski spent a
night speaking to the KGB
officials that were called by
militiamen. This talk was not
recorded or taken down in
shorthand. The KGB officials
were interested in personality
of M.Lazowski, M.Lazowski's
friends and etc.

On the following day,
March 2, the detained was
taken to the Leninski District
Court where the judge Zhda-
nok brought a verdict to him.
M.Lazowski was fined 15 mi-
nimum wages. But M.La-
zowsli's adventure didn't stop.
After it he was brought to the
Pershamaiski District Admi-
nistration of Internal Affairs
(PDAID) of Minsk City where
he had a talk with deputy
head of the PDAIA. The mi-
litia officer was unsatisfied
with activities of Minsk youngs-
ters who stick on their leaflets
everywhere. In Pershamaiski
Administration of Internal Af-
fairs M.Lazowski was drawn
up another charge sheet un-
der article 172 (p.3) of the
Administrative Code of the
Republic of Belarus — distri-
buting printed products wi-
thout imprint data. These ma-
terials were submitted to the
administrative commission of
the Pershamaiski District's
administration. The detention
and punishment of M.La-
zowski are the evidence of
law-enforcement agencies’
special attention to the youth
organisations’ activities on
the eve of “Hot Spring-2000.”

Information department
of the HRC “Viasna”.

P.S. HRC “Viasna”
hasn’t got any
information of Russian
National Unity active
members’ detentions who
stuck on their leaflets all
over the Minsk City...
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EVENTS
Facts
COMMENTS

(Beginning on p.1)

On 29 February, next in
turn round of court hearings of
G.Samoilenka's justifying ca-
se took place in Brest. The
point is Mr. Samoilenka had
done ten days in detention.
But his civil rights were viola-
ted during a trial before his
detention. G.Samoilenka was
accused without defence and
without witnesses. The Brest
Regional Court disaffirmed the
decision made by the Brest
City Court. So the case was
directed to the Brest City Court
back to be re-examined. Yaw-
gen Byalasin, a witness, was
witnessing in the Belarusan
language (one of the two offi-
cial languages in Belarus) du-
ring court sitting but he was
proposed to speak Russian.
Yawgen turned down this
proposal. After it the break
was declared during which the
judge M.Shapatsyuk tried to
find an interpreter. But the
judge failed to find anybody
speaking Belarusan language
in the Leninski Administration
of Internal Affairs and was
forced to postpone the hea-
rings till indefinite time.

On 29 February, the Minsk
Regional Court disaffirmed the
decision made by the Sali-
gorsk District and City Court
concerning the case of Valyan-
tsin Baranaw, active member
of the BPF “Adradzhennie.”
According to the court verdict
Valyantsin Baranaw was fined
29 million roubles for organi-
sation of the unauthorised
meeting and rally in the village
Chyrvonaya Slabada on 28
November 1999. It should be
mentioned that every year on
28 November people from
Belarus’ different places come
to Slutsk to mark an anniver-
sary of the anti-Bolshevik re-
bellion, which took place in
1920 in the Slutsk district.
People visit villages where the
fighting with Bolshevik army
took place; they do prayer for
the dead sons of Belarus and
sing the patriotic songs, lay the
wreaths on a symbolic grave.
Since 1994 in fact every trip
of people who are not indiffe-
rent to the history of their
country and to its heroes has
been conducted with number
of obstacles done by the au-
thorities. Some years running
celebrating people have been
detained and accused of con-
ducting unauthorised rallies
and meetings. It was so two
years ago when the active
members of the BPF M.Antsy-
povich and G.Bankevich were
brought to book. But the Sup-
reme Court of the Republic of

© PDF: Kamunikat.org 2013

Belarus disaffirmed the deci-
sion made by the Slutsk City
Court because of many viola-
tions of the law and court pro-
cedure. Thus, the Supreme
Court made the Slutsk Court
reconsider the case of M.An-
tsypovich and G.Bankevich. It
goes without saying that the
case was terminated for luck
of corpus delicti. The same
scenario has been performed
this year. But it differs from the
previous one in one small thing
— this time there was only one
victim. lt was V.Baranaw. After
Valyntsin Baranaw was found
guilty of organising unauthori-
sed rally and meeting and fi-
ned he addressed the Human
Rights Centre “Viasna” and
with the assistance of a lawyer
lodged a complaint and add-
ressed it to the Minsk Regional
Court. As result the Saligorsk
City Court was forced to re-
consider the case. Now the
legal process is in action and
it is still unclear whether Mr
Baranaw would win and prove
his innocence. ..

On 1 March, the Minsk
Prosecutor’s Office submitted
to the Minsk City Court a cri-
minal case instituted against
four participants of the 17
October Freedom March. The-
se four “criminals” were G.Sush-
kevich, G.Dogil, A.Lazaraw,
and A.Valabuew. Young peop-
le are accused under two
articles of the Criminal Code
of the Republic of Belarus: art.
186.3 (organisation and par-
ticipation in mass action brea-
king social order) and art. 201
(p.2) — malicious hooliganism.
Two videocassettes and two
pieces of a pavement stone
are enclosed to the case as
material evidences.

On 1 March, unauthorised
picket was held near the Pre-
sident's residency in Minsk.
Picket participants — Tsima-
phei Dranchuk, Pilip Klikushyn
and Lyavon Malakhaw de-
manded the authorities to hold
an inquiry into disappearance
of the prominent Belarusan
politicians Viktar Ganchar,
Yury Zakharanka and busines-
sman Anatol Krasowski. All
the participants and some
journalists present — Algerd
Nevyarowski (Radio “Free-
dom”), Ruslan Batsyankow
(BelaPAN), Vasil Fyadosenka
(Reuter) — were detained and
taken to the Minsk Leninski
District Administration of In-
ternal Affairs. The journalists
were released one hour after
detention. As for the rest pic-
ket participants they all were
drawn charge sheets. And
currently they are charged
with committing small-minded
hooliganism. The administ-
rative case was examined by
the Minsk Leninski District
Court. Each of the detained
was sentenced to five days of
administrative detention. On 3
March in the evening while ta-
king the arrested to the custo-
dy centre militia officers of the
Minsk Leninski Administration
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of Internal Affairs groundlessly
used force against Tsimaphei
Dranchuk and stroke his head
against the militia car. They
broke Tsimaphei Dranchuk’s
spectacles. The arrested got
a cranium trauma, which later
reflected on his health state.
On 5 March the state of Tsima-
phei suddenly became worse.
Tsimaphei was taken to the
clinical hospital Ne3 where the
diagnosis was confirmed. So
18-year old Tsimaphei Dran-
chukwas was released ahead
of schedule. The rest picket
participants — Leanid Mala-
khaw and Pilip Klikushyn —
were set free on 8 March when
they did their term in full.

On 2 March, a meeting
organised by the Byelorussian
Association of Jewish Orga-
nisations and Communities
and Byelorussian Association
of Jews — former prisoners of
Nazi ghettos and concentra-
tion camps was held in Minsk.
It was authorised by the Minsk
City Executive Committee.
The meeting was conducted
near the memorial “Yama” in
Zaslawskaya Street and was
dedicated to the 58" anniver-
sary of the tragedy, which took
place on 2 March 1942, when
the German Fascists execu-
ted by shooting 5000 priso-
ners of Minsk ghetto including
200 orphans from children’s
home together the teachers
and medical personnel.

At the beginning of March

it became known that Aleg

Baturyn, former militia officer
is now in Poland. He made a
sensational statement about
provocation done by the spe-
cial militia troops and special
intelligence services on 17
October 1999. In his interview
to the Polish newspaper Aleg
Baturyn said that he worried
about his family in Belarus.

- According to Aleg Baturyn he

doesn't know yet how much
time he will spend in Poland.
But there is an information that
he is going to ask for political
asylum in the USA.

On 4 March, a tragedy oc-
curred during celebration of
the Belarusan Militia Day in
Minsk. The party dedicated to
this “holiday” was conducted
at disco club “Spyavayuchya
fantany” (singing fountains).
And in the middle of it the tra-
gedy happened: lieutenant
F.Liphanaw, officer of a special
militia detachment “Almaz”
being drunk shot up one of his
colleagues and injured three
more officers of this detach-
ment. Yuri Sivakow, Minister
of Internal Affairs, said com-
menting on this incident that
people responsible for moral
and mental state of militia
officers and those who were
in charge of special militia
troops had been fired.

On 5 March, Iryna Slaw-
nikava, journalist of the inde-
pendent newspaper “Belarus-
kaya Maladziozhnaya,” was

detained by the militia officers
at metro station "“Maskows-
kaya.” Formal reason for de-
tention was label with inscrip-
tion “Game over,” which she
had stuck on the wall of metro
station. There was depicted a
man riding a hockey stick
being kicked by the leg in boot
and white-red-white sock
(national colours) on the label.
Iryna Slawnikava was taken to
the charge office where she
was asked following question:
‘What for did you stick on
Alexander Lukashenka?” She
replied: “Where do you see
Alexander Lukashenka?’ Ans-
wering questions lryna Slawni-
kava spent an hour and a half
in the charge office. Militia of-
ficer drew up a charge sheet
of her detention. According to
it Iryna Slawnikava had broken
the article 143 of the Admi-
nistrative Code of the Republic
of Belarus — sticking on anno-
uncements in the restricted
spots.

On 6 March, a delegation
of Belarusan opposition politi-
cians visited Stockholm. Our
politicians met with different
representatives of the govern-
mental bodies, public and non-
governmental organisations.
Following prominent politi-
cians formed a part of this
delegation: A.Sannikaw - co-
ordinator of Charter-97, S.Bag-
dankevich — chairman of the
United Civic Party, V.Vyachor-
ka — chairman of the Bela-
rusan Popular Front “Adra-
dzhennie,” Anatol Lyabedzka
— vice-speaker of the 13
Supreme Soviet (who at last
got a passport and could go
abroad), V.lvashkevich - vice-
president of the Belarusan
Independent Trade Unions'’
Congress, A.Karol - deputy
chairman of the Belarusan So-
cial Democratic Party “Narod-
naya Gramada” (Mikola
Statkevich — its chairman was
not allowed to go abroad),
S.Domash — chairman of the
public association “Grodzens-
kiya intsiyatyvy” (Grodna's
initiatives), Zh.Litsvina — pre-
sident of the Belarusan As-
sociation of Journalists. Bela-
rusan politicians and public
leaders told about what is
going on in Belarus on the
meetings of different level.
Particularly they paid much
attention to the violations of
human rights in our country
and prospects of round-table
talks between Belarusan au-
thorities and opposition.

On 7 March, Human
Rights Centre “Viasna” in
association with public orga-
nisation “Legal Assistance to
the Population” and public or-
ganisation “Centre for Human
Rights” made a joint declara-
tion and directed it to the inde-
pendent mass media. It's said
in the declaration: “We are
deeply concerned with the sta-
te of human rights in the coun-
try and in connection with it on
the eve of mass actions of
protest of Belarusan citizens:
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Minsk, 9 March — political prisoner Andrei Klimaw in the
court room; USA ambassador to Belarus Daniel Speckhard
(on the right) speaking to A.Klimaw’s wife Tatsyana.

— we call all the state bo-
dies, public organisations and
associations to carry out their
activities within the framework
of the Constitution of the Re-
public of Belarus;

— we insist on avoiding
using violent actions and force
when suppressing peaceful
rallies and demonstrations;

— we call all democratic
parties and organisations to
combine their efforts for the
benefit of creating civic society
as a basic element of demo-
cratic Belarus;

— we do condemn the
practice of suppressing diffe-
rently minded people in all its
manifestations.”

Human rights organisa-
tions expressed their readi-
ness to give legal and infor-
mation assistance to people
whose rights were violated.

On 7 March, investigator
of the Minsk Prosecutor’s Of-
fice Pheshchanka V.A. made
a decision concerning the fate
of Mikola Statkevich, chairman
of the Belarusan Social De-
mocratic Party “Narodnaya
Gramada.” Mr Phecshchanka
found M.Statkevich guilty of
‘committing a crime.” The
point is Mikola Statkevich took
part in mass actions of protest
on 27 July 1999 and on 17 Oc-
tober 1999. Minsk Prosecu-
tor’'s Office instituted criminal
proceedings against M.Stat-
kevich for participation in the
actions mentioned above. Ac-
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cording to the investigation
resolution M.Statkevich is ac-
cused of breaking the art.
186.3 of the Criminal Code of
the Republic of Belarus (orga-
nisation or active participation
in mass actions breaking so-
cial order). The verdict brought
by the investigation says,
“M.Statkevich being one of the
organisers of the demonst-
ration on 27 July 1999 called
meeting participants to chan-
ge a route set by the Minsk
City Executive Committee.”
Almost the same “crime”
M.Statkevich is incriminated
for his actions on 17 October
when he called marchers to go
to the Bangalor Square along
the Minsk streets what is “pure
organisation of unauthorised
rally.” V.Shchuking was found
guilty of committing the same
“crime.” The investigation pro-
cess is over and now M.Stat-
kevich and V.Shchukin are
getting acquainted with the
investigation materials. Soon
the case is going to be sub-
mitted to the Minsk City Court
and a date of one more politi-
cal process will be fixed.

On 9 March, as it was de-
cided before a court verdict
had to be brought to the priso-
ner of conscience Andrei Kli-
maw, deputy of the 13" Sup-
reme Soviet, and to eight emp-
loyees of A.Klimaw's firm. But
Vera Tupick, the judge, having
heard the last speech for the
defence done by one of the

defendants Mr Kalatsilin ob-
viously needed a time to make
a decision for she postponed
final court verdict till 17 March.

On 10 March, a videocon-
ference was held in the loca-
tion of the USA Embassy. A
lot of well-known people took
part in it. Among them were
Gerald Coh, a secretary of the
US State Department on de-
mocracy and human rights,
and representatives of Bela-
rusan human rights organisa-
tions — Valyantsin Stefanovich
(HRC “Viasna”), Tatsyana
Protska (Belarusan Helsinki
Committee), Aleg Vouchak
(Legal Assistance to the Po-
pulation), Vera Stramkows-
kaya (Centre for Human
Rights) and Zmitsr Bandaren-
ka (Charter-97). This meeting
was held after the special
session of the US Congress
dedicated to the human rights
problems in Belarus. Belaru-
san representatives spoke out
during the meeting about to-
day’s problems in the field of
human rights in Belarus. The
meeting participants also
touched the question of so cal-
led “dialog” between opposi-
tion and Belarusan authorities.
Human rights activists pointed
out that no human rights orga-
nisation was invited to take
hand in this dialog. It was also
mentioned that this dialog
didn’t improve the situation in
the field of human rights in the
country. Mr Coh voiced Bill
Clinton and Madlen Allbright’s
symphasy to the Belarusan
human rights organisations.

On 13 March, Ross Wil-
son - new independent states
Adviser to the Secretary of the
United States, during his visit
to Belarus met with relations
of disappeared politicians and
whose relatives are kept be-
hind bars for political reasons.
Among these people were
Zoya Kudzinava (Uladzimir
Kudzinaw’'s wife), Tatsyana
Klimava (Andrei Klimaw's wi-
fe), Svyatlana Ulasava (Vasil
Lyavonaw’s daughter), Zinai-
da Ganchar (Viktar Ganchar's
wife), Volga Zakharanka (Yury
Zakharanka's wife). All the
women told about their prob-
lems, they describe the si-
tuation with human rights in
Belarus. Meeting participants
also pointed out that there is
no independent judicial power
in the country and in fact there
are no independent lawyers.
Women expressed concern
about health state of their rela-
tives and about bad custody
conditions. Ross Wilson was
greatly surprised that in the
end of the XX century in the
middle of Europe human rights
are violated in such way and
scale (people disappear). Ross
Wilson turned to the Bela-
rusan authorities with request
to abide by international stan-
dards in the field of human
rights and the norms of inter-
national humanitarian law. He
also asked Belarusan autho-
rities not to use force against
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“Freedom March-2" partici-
pants.

On 14 March, a legal ac-
tion against A.Pikula — chair-
man of Baranavichy City Co-
uncil of the Belarusan Popular
Front “Adradzhennie” succes-
sfully ended. Let's recall the
story that happened to A.Pi-
kula. On 22 October 1999,
A .Pikula was severely beaten
up by militia officers for crying
out “Long live Belarus!” (see
“The Right to Freedom” Ne2,
2000). Ales Pikula was kept
three days in militia isolator
with heavily injured hand. After
it he was fined under Administ-
rative Code of the Republic of
Belarus — small-minded hoo-
liganism. A.Pikula appealed to
the chief judge of the Brest
Regional Court with complaint.
Brest Regional Court disaffir-
med decision made by the
Baranavichy City Court and
ordered to reconsider the case
of A.Pikula. Repeated court
session of Branavichy City
Court was held on 14 March.
After brilliant speech for a de-
fence done by the lawyer Zoya
Gawdzei Mrs Zh.M.Kapachew-
skaya, a judge, was forced to
admit that there were no
grounds to bring A.Pikula to
book. Final verdict said: “to
terminate the case for a lack
of corpus delicti.” It was pos-
sible to get justifying verdict
due to five-month long strug-
gle of the local branch activists
of the HRC “Viasna” and la-
wyer Z.Gawdzei particularly.

On 15 March, opposition-
organised action called “Free-
dom March-2" was held in
Minsk. It was dedicated to the
Constitution Day. Around fifty
thousands of people took hand
in it according to eye-witnes-
ses (according to Belarusan
TV there was just five
thousand people, according to
Russian TV-channels — more
than twenty thousands). In the
whole the first action of the
“Hot spring-2000” had no spe-
cial incidents. Though before
the “Freedom March-2" star-
ted a young man (later he tur-
ned out to be the 2" year stu-
dent of the Geography Depart-
ment of the Belarus’' State
University Syargei Kazlow)
rushed to the reporter of the
Russian TV company NTV
Alexander Kolpakov and hit
him in the face. Kazlow clai-
med to disagree with the NTV
interpretation of the war in
Chechnya. The provoker was
detained by the participants of
the “Freedom March-2" them-
selves not by militia. Among
them were Ales Danilchyk, a
monitor of the Human Rights
Centre "Viasna" and corres-
pondent of the agency “Inter-
fax” Vera Tryzna. The detained
was taken by militia car to the
Minsk Savetski Administration
of Internal affairs. The militia
instituted criminal proceedings
against Syargei Kazlow under
art. 201 (p.2) of the Criminal
Code of the Republic of Bela-
rus — malicious hooliganism.
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ALes ASTROUSKI:
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“My ATTEMPT TO DISCUSS
THE RussiAN-BELARUSAN UNION”

At the end of February the editorial board of “The Right to Freedom”
got a letter from a well-known professor of Grodna Medical University
Ales Astrouski, in which he tells us about some last-year events,
shares his opinion and gives advice to the participants of the
opposition-organised mass-actions. This letter seems very
interesting and we offer it to our readers.

The results of the project of “Rus-
sian-Belarusan Union” discussion were
given to Belarusan people inadequately.
The official mass media report that 95
per cent of our society agree with the
Union idea. But in Grodna from 95 to
100 per cent of many working-people
groups voted “against.” This happened
when people unpressed were making
independent decisions.

The attempts of the opposition mem-
bers to take part in the discussion were
prevented by the authorities. Represen-
tatives of the Belarusan Popular Front
(BPF), Belarusan Social Democratic
Party (BSDP) and Belarusan Social De-
mocratic Gramada in Grodna were not
allowed to appear on TV and radio in
spite of the applications presented in
advance in accordance with the regu-
lations established. Even pickets were
prohibited. The authorities persecuted
the people distributing leaflets. They
were grabbed, got protocols drawn up
against them, then tried in courts. For-
mally, the reason for their detention was
absence circulation number and prin-
ting-house address on the leaflets. So-
metimes the voting and even the dis-
cussion in certain establishments were
cancelled in order not to allow public
discussion as it happened in Grodna
State University and Medical University.

Therefore to take part in the dis-
cussion | decided to use the meeting
held to support the “Union” and Presi-
dent A.Lukashenka by Belarusan Pat-
riotic Union of Youth (BPUY) on Novem-
ber 20, 1999. But at the very beginning
of the meeting | understood they
wouldn't allow me to take floor, because
the meeting and everything in it was
from the very beginning thoroughly pla-
ned. More than a thousand students
were made to come there in stead of
attending their classes at schools, tech-
nical colleges and universities. | spent
there half an hour. Fortunately | didn't
waste the time.

Nor our people wasted time during
the meeting. By the time it was over a
lot of people were holding leaflets with
the contest opposite to the subject mat-
ter of the meeting. | was going to go
home when | noticed the deputy chief
of the Grodna BPF Council Alexander
Mikhalchyk, surrounded by 5-6 young

men in civilian clothes. He was trying to
explain them something. Later they
turned out to be militiamen, who de-
tained him for distributing leaflets. But |
first thought they were members of the
BPUY or Russian National Unity (RNU)
and to prevent a possible scandal tried
to get him out.

As a result we were arrested and like
thousands of our citizens underwent a
number of illegal actions of the militia:

— Ministry of Internal Affairs emp-
loyees didn’t show their certificates (the-
refore | first thought they were hooligans
until | saw a militiaman in the uniform);

— They didn't say what we were
accused of (the only reply for my ques-
tion of the kind was: “You'll know it in
the Administration of Internal Affairs De-
partment”);

— They even tried to accuse me
of being drunk;

— No lawyer consulted us in the
Administration of Internal Affairs De-
partment;

— We couldn’t phone to our fami-
lies to say were we had got to.

Therefore those two days spent in
the isolation ward | didn't talk to mili-
tiamen: didn’'t answer their questions,
didn’t sign the papers they gave me,
didn’t eat, etc.

The conditions of the similar impri-
sonment were perfectly described in
details by V.Shchukin. I will add only one
thing: the water condensed on the cei-
ling was falling down on the face, in-
terrupting the sleep several times during
the night.

But the most terrible thing was the
court, where swearing to tell the truth
the militiamen of the Leninski residential
area A.A.Grantsaw, S.U.Litvin, and
S.U.Samushchyk were giving faise evi-

dence. They promised to present a vi-
deo record (where | was rushing to-
wards the militiamen, swearing and
threatening them while they were
showing me their militia certificates,
etc.). But they didn’t show it for the rea-
son of falling snow (though it wasn't
snowing then). The film must have been
spoiled by it.

One more interesting thing is that the
judge of the Grodna Leninski residential
area S.G.Yarashevich sentenced me
(notthem!), though | proved that the evi-
dences of militiamen were false and
contradictory. The sentence was two
days in detention, which | had done al-
ready in the prison.

So, this attempt to “discuss” the
project of the Union gave me some
experience, which | didn't have before:

1. You must not bring moral or phy-
sical pressure (swear or threaten) to
bear upon a man in uniform or the one
who shows you militia certificate. In ca-
se you did, they will give false evidence
in court.

2. You must not come to the oppo-
sition actions even being a little bit
drunk.

3. You have to support each other
during and after the case (in the charge
office, in court).

4. You have to know the rules of
detention, to require their fulfiiment,
write down the names of militia officers
who exceed their authority.

5. Youmust not trusttoday'’s courts.
Therefore all the trials must be open
with your lawyer present.

You have to follow these rules be-
cause the repression against the op-
position tend to spread from Minsk to
the whole Belarus.

And one more thing that | would like
to add: during the case described above
| had such a feeling that our militia is
directed not by Belarusan KGB, but by
Russian Federal Security Service.

Ales ASTROUSKI
Doctor of medical sciences
Professor
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