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WE WANT
THE TRUTH!

7 May it has been 3 years since ex-Minister
of Internal Affairs Yury Zakharanka disappeared.
On 7 May 2002 a «Chain of Concerned People»
action took place in the center of Minsk. Dozens
participated. They held portraits of the missing
Viktar Ganchar, Anatol Krasowski, Dzmitry Za-
vadski, Henadz Karpenka (died in strange circum-
stances), and, obviously, Yury Zakharanka.

(continued on page 2)
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VIASNA REQUESTS EXPLANTION

Human Rights Center Viasna requested the Supreme
and the Constitutional Courts of the Republic

of Belarus to provide an explanation if it is legal

to send the detainees back to the detention center
after they have asked for a lawyer to be present

at the hearing. After the peaceful action of 19 April,
there have been numerous cases with judges

ruling to send the detained people back to detention
centers once they request lawyers’ assistance
during trials. Viasna address says:

«Members of Human
Rights Center Viasna moni-
tored the trials over partici-
pants of the unauthorized
march on 19 April 2002.
Savetski, Centralny and Par-
tyzanski borough courts,
which had been considering
the administrative cases of
the detainees, demonstrat-
ed a new tendency in imple-
menting Art. 242 part 3 of the
Code of Administrative In-
fringements. The problem s
the interpretation of the term
“administrative detention”.

The participants of the
unauthorized march, de-
tained by police on 19 April
2002, were kept in the de-
tention center of Minsk City
board of internal affairs; i.e.
they were detained until the
trial, under Art. 242 part 3
of the Code of Administra-
tive Infringements.

On 22 April, during trials
in Savetski, Centralny and
Partyzanski borough courts
of Minsk, some of the de-
tained requested legal rep-
resentation at the trial, in
compliance with Art. 250 of
the CAl. The judges grant-
ed their appeals, and, be-
cause one needs time to
make a contract with a law-
yer, the trials were post-
poned to a later time. The
detained were sent back to
the detention center, where
they were kept until the new
trial. Being in detention,
they did not have a possi-
bility to find lawyers and
conclude a contract with
them. The same thing hap-
pened in the case of the wit-
nesses failing to appear in
court.

This way, the citizens
have been in pre-trial deten-

tion for 4 days (from 19 to
23 of April, 2002). At the
same time, representatives
of law enforcement agen-
cies and the judges, who
considered the cases, stat-
ed that under Art. 242 part
3 of the CAl, they have the
right to detain offenders
«until the court hears the
case», implying that it
means until the court hears
the case inthe essence and
makes a ruling on the case.

‘According to Art. 257
part 2 of CAl, a charge with
administrative violation un-
der Art. 167.1 of CAl should
be considered within 3 days

‘after the court receives a vi-

olation report. That can lead
to a conclusion, that people,
detained on Friday evening
can be keptin the detention
center for 6 days, because
a report would reach court
only on Monday morning.
We believe, this practice
contradicts Art. 25 of the Be-
larusian Constitution. Be-
sides, people who are kept
in the detention center until
the trial are deprived of the
possibility to make a con-
tract with a lawyer, because
they can request a lawyer

only during the trial. It is not
possible to find a lawyer
being in detention. This
practice limits the constitu-
tional right of the citizens to
legal counsel (Art. 62 of the
Constitution of the Repub-
lic of Belarus). '

Earlier courts always in-
terpreted the term «the
court hears the case» as the
beginning of a hearing, as
accepting a case for consid-
eration. In case a hearing
was postponed for different
reasons, including the de-
mand for a lawyer, the citi-
zens received summons to
a different day and were set
free.

Taking into account the
above facts, within Art. 47
of the Law «On Judicial Sys-
tem and Status of Judges»,
the Human Rights Center
Viasna requests an official
explanation of Art. 242 part
3 of the CAl, in particular:

1. Whatis the meaning
of the term «before court
hears the case», used in
Art. 242 part 3 of the CAI?

2. What is the maxi-
mum term of an administra-
tive detention, provided by
Art. 242 part 3 of the CAI?»

WE WANT

(continued from page 1)

Among the people, who
came to express their pro-
test against the authorities’
inaction, there were well-
known politicians, journal-
ists, and human rights ac-
tivists: Alexander Dabravol-
ski, Yury Khadyka, Mikhail
Chygir, Valery Shchukin,
and others.

On 7 May similar
«Chains of Concerned Peo-
ple» actions took place in
other cities of Belarus.
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THE TRUTH!

Activists of UCP and
BSDP (Narodnaya Hrama-
da) carried out an action
«The Chain of Concerned
People» in Homel. Anatol
Paplawny, chairperson of
Homel regional branch of
Human Rights Center Vias-
na, was distributing news-
letter «The Right to Free-
dom» during the action.
Centralny borough police
chief Ilvan Smolikaw de-
tained Paplawny and took
him to the police station.
The police made Paplawny

write an explanation note
and seized all the copies of
the newsletter (35 copies).

On 7 May 2002 «The
Chain of Concerned Peo-
ple» took place in Mahilow.
A dozen of activists of Unit-
ed Civic Party and youth
movement Zubr stood in a
chain downtown Mahilow for
about 30 minutes. They had
portraits of Yury Zakharan-
ka in their hands. The ac-
tion went off uninterrupted.

On 7 May 2002 in the

center of Brest, Brest and
Pruzhany citizens marked
the tragic date with an ac-
tion «Chain of Concerned
People» They held portraits
of Zakharanka and other
missing people: Ganchar,
Krasowski, and Zavadski in
their hands. Passers-by

‘demonstrated a great inter-

est in the action, approach-
ing the activists just to talk
and to express their moral
support for the action par-
ticipants. One passer-by
used lipstick to write
«THANK YOU» on the as-
phalt in front of the
«Chain...». The action went
without any incidents or de-
tentions.
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How 1 WAS A «VOLUNTEER»

Memories Evokep BY CHERNOBYL DISASTER ANNIVERSARY

In the spring of 1986 | was a 4" year
student at Minsk Institute for Foreign lan-
guages. On 27 April a friend told me that
radiation-measuring equipment in the
Academy of Sciences went crazy. At the
same time, he said, the «voices» (for-
eign radio) informed they had registered
the same in Sweden, and the supposed
epicenter of radiation is somewhere in
the Soviet Union. Take iodine!-he said.

The Soviet mass media kept silence.
Girls from our institute, and from other
higher education institutions as well, reg-
ularly had to go to the compulsory re-
hearsals of the May Day march. During
the rehearsals, dressed in uniforms ex-
posing their arms and legs, they learned
to enthusiastically wave artificial flowers,
expressing their gratitude to the Com-
munist Party and the Politburo for car-
ing about the welfare and health of the
Soviet people. The hot April sun was
supposed to add to their enthusiasm.

In spite of the silence of the Soviet
press, everybody knew about the Cher-
nobyl accident. But nobody knew what
doses of iodine one should take. That's
why hospitals’ and clinics’ staff was busy
treating burned throats.

Spontaneous exodus of people from
contaminated areas started. Families of
officials and doctors were the first to
leave, followed by other people. Finally,
the Soviet press published information
about the Chernobyl accident. The au-
thorities launched a campaign of draft-
ing reservists to work in the contaminat-
ed areas and started evacuating popu-
lation.

I had lots of friends, who studied
medicine. They told me that medical stu-
dents substituted medical staff in hospi-
tals and clinics, because a significant
part of medics (as liable for call-up) had
been drafted to the Army.

In the fall of 1986 our turn came. The
Ministry of Education sent a letter to our
university indicating a lack of teachers
in the contaminated areas and request-
ing 4 «volunteers». The rector called in
female academic underachievers and all
male students. They called us to the
Rector’s office one by one. There we
saw practically all of our university ad-
ministration, sitting in a semi-circle; and
the solemn shimmering of the shoulder-
strap stars of the professors from the
military department of the institute.

«Motherland is in a difficult situation.
It needs your help. Do you agree to go
there to work?» — each of us was asked.

The answer was simple: «No!» Each
of us refused. Then they tried a differ-
ent method... This time, quite predicta-
bly, everybody agreed. However, only 4
«volunteers» were needed. However,
Rector Krasnova, mad at people who
tried to argue with the institute adminis-
tration, informed the Ministry: « We have
29 volunteers more! They should be pro-
vided with work in the contaminated ar-
eas!» By the way, when the institute sent
us to Chernobyl districts, they promised
us double salary, and board and lodg-
ing. The reality was different.
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| got the position of a teacher in Ver-
bavichy secondary school of Narowla
district of Homel region. | came to Ver-
bavichy in December. Everybody hoped,
that the snow will cover the ground, and
the radioactive emanation will decrease.
I-was given a room at the school: a huge
window with such a rent between the
walls and the window-frame, that it was
impossible to caulk it up. A stove was
small and didn’t keep the room warm. It
was warm only when | was burning
wood.

The school, actually, had its own
boiler-room, but the head of the collec-
tive farm connected his garage to the
heating system. The boiler-room is
small, if the garage had enough heat-
ing, kids in the school had to wear fur-
coats and valenki (felt boots) during
classes. | was dying from cold day and
night in my room. '

Verbavichy secondary school was
located in a 2-storey brick building. Each
class had from 2 to 9 students. These
were the kids, who came to Verbavichy
from time to time to see their parents in
the breaks between «recovery meas-
ures». There was a lack of teachers. |
had to teach, besides English, algebra,
geometry, PE, something else (can't re-
member everything) and introduction
into the military service. One of my du-
ties as a teacher of the subject men-
tioned last was measure the radiation
rate in the village with out of date equip-
ment. Everything was above radiation
norms: fences, houses, coal heap out-
side the building where | lived, a bench
at the bus stop, and the ground... One
mustn’t live there. But people worked on
contaminated soil, they brought hay for
the cows from «clean» districts to the
farm, located in the “no-settlement”
zone. The people were convinced they
were used as guinea-pigs. Later |
learned, the local officials deliberately
played down the radiation rate: to pre-
vent re-settlement, to keep Narowla dis-
trict an administrative unit, and to keep
their posts.

The village bathhouse was to have
worked 24 hours a day. Every villager
should have had an opportunity to wash
off the radioactive dust. In reality, people
could make use of the bathhouse only a
few hours a day, and only after the head
of the collective farm... This «benefac-
tor» always went to the bathhouse with a
couple of the village toadies, and com-
municated exclusively in foul language
with them. When he needed to punish a
disobedient villager, one of those lack-
eys, just for vodka, could chase the poor
guy around with an axe. The head of the
collective farm did not live in the village,
he lived in the district town.

Every villager was given a monthly
ration: one bottle of vodka (to remove
radiation), a kilo of tinned meat (Chinese
made), and some other insignificant
things. The ration was obviously not
enough to live for a month. The local
people, in spite of the prohibition, used
their old supplies. | didn’t get even that

ration — | wasn’t registered as a resident
of the village. The school principal took
care of me and included me in the list of
ration recipients as a teacher. But dur-
ing the first 2 months the saleswoman
in the village shop did not give it to me,
saying my name was not on the list.
Moreover, she refused to sell me the
food from the village shop. That's why
in order to buy food | had to go to Narow-
la, sometimes even farther. Some time
later | was proposed to work in Narowla
secondary school. The principal of
Narowla school was more influential and
put me on the ration list as a father of 5
kids. | recall a funny, but a revealing in-
cident. When | told the saleswoman in
Narowla shop that | had 5 kids, she, see-
ing how young | was, asked how old was
the youngest one. | said, one year old.
She goes: «babies don't eat meat!». |
received one ration less. | didn't make
such mistakes anymore.

So | worked 2 days in Narowla and
4 days in Verbavichy. The village was
about 9 kilometers from the town. The
bus service was terrible. The local driv-
ers were not recommended to give aride
even to acquaintances because of ma-
rauders. That's why my own legs be-
came the most reliable transport. It's
cold to walk 9 kilometers in winter. | had
to run to keep warm.

Sometimes packs of wolves ap-
peared along the road, which ran
through the forest, and it was really ter-
rifying. Local people said they weren't
wolves, but dogs, which had grown wild
after the people were resettled. They
were even more dangerous than wolves,
they were hungry and angry, and were
not afraid to attack people.

Double salaries were not paid. Peo-
ple, registered as the district residents,
received «coffin» money — 15 roubles a
month. When | tried to ask the head of
Narowla education board about the
promised double salary, he explained:
«Your second salary is your stipend...»

(Continued on page 7)
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NO NEWS...
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THREE YEARS SINCE MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS YURY ZAKHARANKA WENT MISSING

Ex-Minister of Internal Affairs
General Yury Zakharanka was kid-
napped in the evening of 7 May 1999,
not far from his house. The witness-
es, found not by investigative bodies,
but by the Civic Commission for the
Search of Zakharanka, saw several
strangers throw Zakharanka into the
car and leave in unknown direction.
According to Zakharanka's wife, he
had previously received anonymous
threats. On 7 May, about 10 p.m. Za-
kharanka came home by car. He
parked the car on the parking lot, situ-
ated not for from his house (15 min-
utes’ walk) and used a cellular phone
to call his wife. He said, he was already
there and would come soon. Yury Za-
kharanka never came home. Volha,
Zakharanka's wife, says: «l kept tell-
ing him: Yury, he (Lukashenka) will
either kill or jail you anyway. Leave him
alone. But Yury always replied: | will
never leave my country and will always
keep my head high... Yury was not
afraid of him. Nobody dared to say that
he was a killer. The power that is not
disdainful of using dirty methods to
remove decent people is terrible. But
everybody thinks only about himself
and hopes it will leave him alone. My
Yury also thought like that...» Later on
one witness, who begged not to publi-
cize his name, said he had seen sev-
eral strangers push Zakharanka into
a red car and drive off in an unknown
direction.

Several years ago Zakharanka
was dismissed from his post as a per-
son, who did not share the opinion of
the president and his inner circle. Ex-
Minister enjoyed respect of his col-
leagues and worked on establishing
Belarusian Officers’ Union. That's why
his opposition activities were very dan-
gerous for the authorities. Zakharan-
ka was an active member of United
Civic Party. It was rumored that dur-
ing the referendum of 1996 Zakharan-
ka secretly negotiated with the Law
Enforcement Ministers, reaching an
agreement that in case Lukashenka
lost power through impeachment pro-
cedure, he would be arrested and
charged with unconstitutionally at-
tempted seizure of power. But the sto-
ry had another end...

Looking through newspapers,
fresh and old ones, one can find not
only questions, but also the answers,
read between the lines.

Na Strazhe, the newspaper of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, 26 July
1994. Congratulations to all policemen
of all ranks and departments on the
4™ anniversary of Belarus’ independ-
ence. The editorial titled «Who leads
us into battle?», answered the ques-
tion given in the title: the President
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(Alexander Lukashenka), prime min-
ister (Mikhail Chygir), and the Minister
of Internal Affairs (Yury Zakharanka).
Each with a picture and a short CV.

Na Strazhe gave the following in-
formation about Yury Zakharanka: On
26 July 1994 A. Lukashenka intro-
duced the new Minister of Internal Af-
fairs to the Ministry top personnel. The
head of the state promised the 40-
year-old Minister to support his good
undertakings. Yu. Zakharanka assured
the president that law-enforcing bod-
ies would restore order both in their
ranks and in the country as a whole.
«New team came to power, — Alex-
ander Ryhoravich said, — It appoints
new chiefs. This is a civilized process».

Yury M. Zakharanka was born in
January 1952 in Vasilevichy, Rechyt-
sa district. He is a Belarusian. After the
army service (Baltic Navy) he finished
Volgograd Higher School of Investiga-
tion of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
Zakharanka was an investigator in
Svetlahorsk, then head of investiga-
tion department of Chyhunachny bor-
ough police board of Homel, and then
head of Investigation Committee of the
Ministry. In 1994 he was appointed
Minister of Internal Affairs.

In one of his first interviews to Na
Strazhe (30 September 1994) Yury Za-
kharanka said: «the main priority of the
law-enforcing bodies is fighting the
criminals who inflict the greatest dam-
age to people and the state. Theft of
private property, murders, economic
and organized crime — we have a lot
to work on. We will use the most up-
to-date and tough methods of reveal-
ing, exposing and rendering criminals
harmless».

However, from the very beginning

of his service he bumped into the fact,
that he was expected to fight not crim-
inals but the differently minded. He
didn’t like that. Khashchavatski's mov-
ie Ordinary President contains a part
of Zakharanka'’s interview. Zakharan-
ka recalls how Lukashenka told him
he would have to implement any of his -
orders. Zakharanka answered, he
wouldn’t violate laws and the Consti-
tution. Then Lukashenka promised to
handcuff and arrest Zakharanka. Za-
kharanka said that intimidation was the
main tool of Lukashenka’s working
style. «Strong people get crushed, and
weak people get broken», Zakharan-
ka said.

- Disappearance of Yury Zakharan-
ka was the first one in Belarus. Unlike
cases of kidnapping Anatol Krasowski
and Viktar Ganchar, as well as Dzmit-
ry Zavadski, Zakharanka disappeared
without any material evidence. The
criminal case on the General’'s disap-
pearance has never been instituted.
In 2001 Zakharanka’s family immigrat-
ed to Germany. But Zakharanka’s
mother, Ullana Ryhorawna, stayed.
She still lives in Yury's hometown —
Vasilevichy. Every day she waits for
her son and hopes he will come back.
Ullana Ryhorawna addressed Lukash-
enka: «Alexander Ryhoravich, | have
only one hope and joy in this world —
to see my son before | die, at least to
glance at him once. Please, release
him. Be kind to give such an order. For
Jesus Christ’'s sake! Otherwise God
won’t forgive you. You also have a
mother. You have a wife, and two sons.
God forbid you will lose your kids in
your old age. Then you’ll understand
me. But it will be too late».

Where are Zakharanka, Ganchar,
Krasowski and Zavadski?

During the presidential election
campaign in Belarus both anonymous
and sourced evidence about the miss-
ing people appeared in the independ-
ent press.

The mass media received the first
anonymous letter from a KGB officer
on 20 November 2000. According to
the letter, KGB traced Zavadski’s kid-
nappers after they had arrested lhna-
tovich, who fought in Chechnya for the
Chechen separatists. During the in-
vestigation lhnatovich named a
number of special squad officers who
instructed the Chechen forces. Ac-
cording to this anonymous information,
5 people, detained together with Ihna-
tovich are the officers of the presi-
dent's Security Service, one former
and one acting member of the AlImaz
Special-Assignment Police Force. Ac-
cording to the letter, the detained con-
fessed to having murdered Zavadski
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and showed the place of his burial in
a forest near Minsk. The investigation
found a spade with the trace of Zavad-
ski's blood. However, exhumation was
never carried out. The investigating
group was not allowed to do that by
the management of the Security Coun-
cil (headed by Sheiman) and person-
ally by the President. The case was
transferred from KGB to the Ministry
of Internal Affairs (headed by Nau-
maw). Everything was aimed at mess-
ing up the investigation. According to
the letter, the detained persons are
also implicated in Ganchar and Zakha-
ranka’s disappearance. About 14 peo-
ple participated in Ganchar’s elimina-
tion. The letter said that the investiga-
tion has been under pressure from the
very beginning.

Seven days after the letter ap-
 peared in the press, Lukashenka re-
shuffled the power structures. He dis-
missed Prosecutor General A. Bazhel-
ka (changed for ex-chief of the Secu-
rity Council V. Sheiman) and KGB
chief U. Matskevich. The time has
shown, the reshuffle was not acciden-
tal and had a clear relation to the in-
formation in the press.

On 11 June 2001 Belarusian
mass Media, NGOs and human rights
organization received a videotape with
an interview with Dzmitry Petrushkev-
ich, a member of the fact-finding group
to investigate Zavadski’s case, and
Aleh Sluchak, ex-investigator of the
prosecutor’s office. The interview was
recorded abroad. Petrushkevich and
Sluchak presented some documents
from Zavadski’'s case. In particular,
they showed a copy of the report on
expert examination of the spade which
had been found in Ihnatovich’s car.
The experts said the blood on the
spade belonged to Zavadski. They
also presented a copy of the report on
the detention of SOBR chief Pawli-
chenka, which had been sanctioned
by KGB and Prosecutor’s Office. Dz.
Pawlichenka was put into the deten-
tion center, where Prosecutor Gener-
al Aleh Bazhelka personally talked to

o

Zakharan
taking up his post.
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him and demanded Pawlichenka to tell
him the whereabouts of journalist Za-
vadski. Pawlichenka informed him that
Zavadski's body is not far from Minsk,
somewhere near North Cemetery.
(Most probably, this is also the place,
where Zakharanka’s, Ganchar’s and
Krasowski's bodies can be found). On
the same very day they ascertained
the location of Zavadski's body. No-
body doubted that he had been killed.

Prosecutor General Bazhelka
made a personal inquiry to Russian
Prosecutor General Ustsinaw. He
asked for equipment, which can
search for bodies in the ground, and
specialists who can assist in using it,
because Belarus did not have such
equipment at her disposal. After that,
on 27 November 2000 Lukashenka
issued a decree, dismissing the Pros-
ecutor General, the Minister of Culture
and the KGB chief. The next day Rus-
sian Prosecutor General receives a
letter, which says that there was no
more need for the earlier inquired
equipment. Pawlichenka was released
from the detention ward — by members
of the Security Council on a personal
command of the Council Secretary
Sheiman.

According to Petrushkevich, the in-
vestigative group was headed by the
Minister of Internal Affairs U. Naumaw,
who personally knew lhnatovich and
Malik, accused of kidnapping. Nau-
maw personally visited both of them
in the detention ward... According to
Petrushkevich, Naumaw informed the
accused, because they knew every-
thing about almost every member of
the investigative group. Malik and
Ihnatovich regularly threatened the
group members. They were very well
informed about private life of every
group member, about their family
members and their addresses...

When Lukashenka appointed She-
iman Prosecutor General, the investi-
gation turned into a real farce.

Aleh Sluchak also talked about the
background of the group, which was
later called the Death Squad.

After the referendum of 1996 the
Security Council Secretary Viktar She-
iman charged Commander of Internal
Army Sivakow with creating a team,
which could execute any orders of the
country’s leadership. Sivakow com-
missioned officer of SOBR (the Interi-
or Ministry’s special quick deployment
unit) Pawlichenka to select people for
special operations. They set up a
group, which consisted of people, who
were later accused of kidnappings and
murders, — lhnatovich, Huz, Malik,
Savushkin, and other 5 or 6 people
that the investigation could not deter-
mine. Pawlichenka became the chief
of the group. The group received an
order to work out a plan of kidnapping
and killing people, which excluded the
possibility of a body being recovered.
No body — no crime. They decided to
use a gun whose owner can’t be iden-
tified — a gun used to carry out death
penalties in Belarus. Pawlichenka was
given the gun for 2-3 days and then
gave it back to the prison. The scheme
of an «ideal murder» was tested on
the top criminals. One of the top crim-
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inals Shchawlik was the first one to dis-
appear.

Nobody made a sensation of top
criminals’ disappearance. The scheme
was considered ideal and the group
got more serious «orders» — political
ones. Zakharanka disappeared, fol-
lowed by Ganchar, Krasowski, and
Zavadski. Pawlichenka received all
instructions directly from Sivakow
(Minster of Internal Affairs). Sivakow
was instructed by Sheiman (then Sec-
retary of the Security Council). After
Sheiman’s resignation, the group got
under full control of the new minister
of Internal Affairs Naumaw (his previ-
ous post was the chief of the presi-
dent’'s security service). The group
committed over 30 murders in total.

The group got caught out with Za-
vadski. Sluchak draws a conclusion,
that Zavadski was kidnapped and
killed for having been Lukashenka’s
personal cameraman and leaving him
for ORT channel. It is well-known,
Sluchak says, Lukashenka never for-
gets and never forgives... Sluchak
also said in the interview that in 2000-
2001 2 investigators, who had been
dealing with the murders, committed
by the «death squad», died in unclear
circumstances...

AII the independent mass media
in Belarus published this information.
Russian TV channels showed the vid-
eo recording of the interview. Belaru-
sian citizens were shocked, having
heard about the «death squads».

Lukashenka commented on the first

- anonymous letter saying: «l swear by

my children, this is not true». After the
video-interview he remained silent. Ac-
tually, once he called Pawlichenka an
«honest officer and an intellectual».

In July 2001 more documents
emerged. On 13 July 2001 presiden-
tial candidate U. Gancharyk organized
a press conference, where he publi-
cized several copies of hand-written
texts. The texts were the reports of the
head of the main board of Internal Af-
fairs’ Ministry criminal police Major-
General Lapatsik and head of Minsk
detention center Colonel Alkayew to
the Minister of Internal Affairs Nau-
maw. The reports showed that Pawli-
chenka had really been given the «ex-
ecution gun» on the eve of the kidnap-
pings’ days. '

It's worth mentioning the authori-
ties made several successful moves
for neutralizing this information, and
discrediting it in the eyes of the com-
mon people. They were especially
successful in the provinces, where
people get little information. They
chiefly staked on Belarusian TV prop-
aganda which showed the «We Want
the Truth!» democratic forces’ cam-
paign as provoking and well paid for
by the Western special services, as
conspiracy against independent Bela-
rus and its president. The democratic
candidates had no opportunity to tell
the truth to the people through the
state-owned TV and press. Lukashen-
ka made full use of the situation and
won the election.

(Continued on page 7)
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STUDENTS FACE EXPULSION

FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE CONGRESS OF BELARUSIAN STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

On 7 May 9 members of
Stolin BSA branch (Brest re-
gion) were called in for a
conversation with the prin-
cipal of Stolin State Agricul-
tural College. Principal Vasil
Komik informed them that
they, students in the 3" and
4™ year, will be expelled
from college for their in-
volvement with BSA. The
formal reason for expulsion
is their absence from 3 lec-
tures (6 academic hours).
It's worth mentioning that
some of the students have
all excellent grades and
were going to graduate with
awards.

The problem is that on
27-28 April Stolin branch
members of BSA participat-
“ed in the 7" Congress of Be-
larusian Students Associa-
tion, which was also a con-
stituent congress of NGO
«BSA-FOREVER». Be-
cause of the Congress they
had to miss their classes on
Saturday — April 27. Using
that ground, the college ad-

ministration is going to expel
them.

The case was initiated by
the deputy principal for edu-
cational work Kanstantsin
Bakavets. By the way, both
Komik and Bakavets worked

" in the district committee of

the Communist Party during
Soviet times. Bakavets or-
ganized a teachers’ meeting
with selected teachers and
heads of departments (8
people). Teachers, who sup-
port BSA members (the ma-
jority of teachers do), were
not admitted to the meeting.
«Dangerous» students and
some of their parents were
invited to the meeting, where
they were informed about
the possible expulsion. At
the same time the students
were not given an opportu-
nity to utter a word.

After the meeting BSA
chairperson Volha Kuzmich
and Student Newspaper
journalist Yury Sidun had a
conversation with college
principal Komik. They de-

manded explanations spell-
ing out the grounds for the
students’ expulsion. Komik
answered: «l can’t explain. |
am busy. On May 10 I'll in-
vite all parents. | will expel
everybody. Not only for ab-
sence from classes. We
have rules. Some of the stu-
dents are under age. They
were engaged in the illegal
activities. There are leaders
among the 3 students, who
are above 18. They involve
the under-aged. Young peo-
ple should be educated, in-
cluding those who involves
the youth into their organiza-
tions». Komik has a negative
attitude to any non-govern-
mental organizations, be-
cause they «contradict the
official policy of the state, of
the president, the official po-
lice of our college as of a
state educational establish-
ment». A huge portrait of
Lenin, which hangs above
the principal’s head, gives a
clear explanation of his atti-
tude towards politically ac-

tive young people.

Komik refused to show
the college statute. Itis easy
to draw a conclusion: ab-
sence from classes is only a
formal reason to get rid of
active students. But even
this reason is not enough. A
student can be expelied only
on the grounds of 2 official
warnings and for a signifi-
cantly bigger number of
missed classes. None of the
students had had previous
warnings. The administra-
tion refused pointblank to
show the college statute
both to students and to BSA
chairperson.

This is not the first at-
tempt of the authorities to
hinder BSA activities by
means of pressurizing BSA
members through college
administrations, and con-
versations with parents. For
example, last year all mem-
bers of Orsha BSA branch
were called one by one to
the principal’'s room for a
«conversation». BSA Coun-
cil affirms that we will not
leave any of our members
without our support, we will
not leave any student with-
out help in standing up for
his rights.

BSA Press Service.

WITH HOPE FOR JUSTICE

Human Rights Center
Viasna was contacted by
the mother of Yury Ka-
zlowski, frontier troops cap-
tain, relief head in the cus-
toms department of Minsk-
2 airport. Kazlowski is ac-
cused of bribery and fraud.

The investigation of Ka-
zlowski’s case is over, and
the case materials have
been sent to court. The
press-service of Belarusian
Prosecutor issued a press
release informing about the
charges to the frontier
guard and the appointed
hearing. Many newspapers
published this information.
The majority of newspapers
covered the case with an
accusing bias.

In her turn, Larysa Ka-
zlowskaya, the border-
guard’s mother, contacted
human rights activists, ask-
ing for help in drawing the
public attention to the case.
She states the charge
against her son is illegal.
She seeks help in with-
standing the mass media
attempt to create a nega-
tive image of her son be-
fore the trial.

Obviously, it will be the
court that will find Ka-
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zlowski guilty or not guilty.
Yury’s mother is concerned
about the biased nature of
the investigation, and the
psychological pressure on
Yury and her. The investi-
gation tried to force Larysa
to influence her son and
convince him to plead at
least partially guilty.

Larysa is convinced
that her son is not guilty.
She is fighting for justice
and doesn’t want her son
to become a victim of false
accusations.

Yury was detained on
20 June 2001 in Minsk. On
23 June Belarusian military
prosecutor office arrested
him. Yury was kept in pre-
trial center. At first he was
charged under Art. 430 part
2 of the Criminal Code (re-
ceiving a bribe of $500 by
blackmailing an Afghani cit-
izen, who has a refugee
status and lives in Minsk).
During the investigation the
charge was re-qualified:
now Kazlowski is charged
under Art. 209 part 1 and
part 2, Art. 16 part 5 and
Art. 431 part 1 and 2 of the
Criminal Code (fraud and
giving a bribe).

The mother of the fron-

tier guard believes, her
son’s detention and accu-
sation are aimed at getting
rid of him. Without him they
want to make possible un-
restricted crossing of the
border by illegal aliens, she
thinks. During Kazlowski's
service, his relief revealed
and detained 118 trespass-
ers, including 19 during the
first months of 2001.
Obviously, every moth-
er thinks of her child as of
the best one. We'll just give
a bare listing of facts. Yury
Kazlowski has a 1-class
qualification, in 2000-2001
was awarded with diplomas
as one of the best relief
heads. In 1999 and 2001
Yury was awarded with
breastplates of 1 and 2 of
First and Second Class.
The State Committee of
Frontier Troops stood up for
their employee. The head of
the State Committee A.
Pawlowski sent a letter to
prosecutor V. Lubavitski,
saying: «During his service
captain Yury Kazlowski re-
vealed himself as a compe-
tent, well-prepared officer.
When making a decision
about captain Kazlowski, |
ask you to pay attention to

the fact that he has never
committed any kind of in-
fringements before».

Moreover, being under
investigation, Kazlowski
got reinstated in his posi-
tion and continues his serv-
ice. This is a sign, that his
chiefs and colleagues com-
pletely trust him.

Yury’s mother says, «To
my mind, my honest son
became an obstacle to
somebody. He has always
been a real officer, he stood
in the way of the people,
who try toillegally cross the
borders of our country.
That's why they conspired
to incriminate him on a
false charge. At present
some employees of Belaru-
sian military prosecutor of-
fice are interested in prov-
ing the crime by any
means. They have really
great power and | can't be
sure that they’ll fail».

The only hope is for just
and unbiased trial. Let's
hope Themis will hear the
arguments of Yury Ka-
zlowski and his attorney.
Yury’s mother is complete-
ly sure of her son’s inno-
cence and will participate in
the trial as his attorney.

: Information
Department

of the Human Rights
Center Viasna
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WHEELCHAIR INVALIDS
STAND FOR THEIR RIGHTS

On 7 May about 30
wheelchair invalids protest-
ed against the contempo-
rary social policy of the Be-
larusian authorities. The ral-
ly was organized by Belaru-
sian association of Wheel-
chair Invalids, which unites
over 600 members. The ral-
ly participants held posters:
«President! Who is respon-
sible for not implementing
the laws about social secu-
rity for the disabled?», «De-
mocracy is equal rights and
opportunities», «Release us
from home prison!»

The rally participants be-
lieve the country’s govern-
ment violates a number of
the constitutional guaran-
tees in relation to the disa-
bled: Art. 21 (worthy life),
Art. 30 (Freedom of move-
ment), Art. 37 (participation
in the life of the state), Art.
41 (right to work), Art. 45
(right to health protection,
possibility to do sports), Art.
47 (right to worthy social
security), Art. 48 (right to ac-
cessible housing), Art. 49

(right to education), Art. 51
(right to participate in the
cultural life), and Art. 60 (de-
fense of rights and
freedoms).

Atthe end of the rally the
participants collected signa-
tures for an open letter to Al-
exander Lukashenka,
where they demand «to im-
mediately adopt a decree,
which releases all wheel-
chair invalids from taxes,
imposts and other pay-
ments»

0 RN,
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No NEWS...

(Continued from pages 4-5)

He still did not comment
on any of the people’s dis-
appearances accusations
brought against him.

There is another ver-
sion of Ganchar, Kra-
sowski, and Zakharanka'’s
disappearance. It was giv-
en by Andrei Klimaw, pris-
oner of consciousness and
member of the 13" Su-
preme Soviet. Klimaw was
sentenced to 7 years of im-
prisonment under framed-
up embezzlement charges
and spent 4 years in jail. In
2002 the united pressure
effort of international hu-
man rights organizations
resulted in his amnesty.
When he was in Minsk de-
tention center (this is the
place where death penal-
ties are carried out) the
prisoners rumored that Kra-
sowski, Ganchar, and Za-
kharanka had been execut-
ed in Minsk detention cent-
er. They were read the rul-
ing, written by a judge, pos-
sible a judge of the Su-
preme Court. Obviously,
there had been no trial.
They had been sentenced
in their absence.

The story remains un-
clear. It has many lacunas.
The only high-ranked offi-
cial, who testified in this
case, is ex-head of Minsk
detention center Alkayew.
At the moment he lives in
Germany, guarded by Ger-
man police. He took a gun
registration journal with
him. It has entries about the
gun being given to Pawili-
chenka. The dates of the
entries are the same as the

days of Zakharanka, Gan-
char, and Krasowski’s kid-
nappings. Lukashenka
made a mistake and indi-
rectly confirmed the infor-
mation, that the «Death
Squad» had killed the top
criminals. In one of the in-
terviews during his trip to
Homel Lukashenka said
that the criminals had tried
to boss him but he had
quickly done away with
them and «everybody
knows where those Sh-
chawliks are now». All the
rest keep silence: Lapatsik,
who addressed Naumaw
with a report, ex-Prosecu-
tor General Bazhelka, who
left for Russia after his dis-
missal and cloistered him-
self in an Orthodox monas-
tery. The Supreme Court
made a ruling on Zavad-
ski’'s case, giving Malik and
Ihnatovich life sentences.
But the question, Where is
Zavadski? — remained un-
clear.

The families of the
missing wait for their sons,
husbands, and fathers.
They wait and believe that
sometime they would come
home.

| believe that sooner or
later we will learn the truth
about the disappearances
of the Belarusian politicians
— our fellow countrymen.
We will learn all the truth,
no matter how bitter it
would be. We will learn the
names of the people, who
committed those crimes
and take them to court.
Wrongdoers must not get
away with it.

Valantsin STEFANOVICH.

How | WAS A «VOLUNTEERY

(Continued from page 3)

Once a delegation of
some important communist
party functionaries from Mos-
cow visited Narowla. | could
see they are also «volun-
teers». They dashed aside
from everything and walked
the ground as if it were burn-
ing coals. The guests avoid-
ed direct contact with the lo-
cal people, they were afraid
even to shake hands with
them. Hospitable Belaru-
sians offered the guests
some food to eat: a meal
which their kids ate at school.
It only sped up their depar-
ture. In a panic mocked at by
the locals, the representa-

© PDF: Kamunikat.org 2013

tives of the sister nation and

.communist party got on the

bus and left for Mazyr, to the
station of radiation control
and decontamination.

When the term of my 6-
months contract was over, |
came to Narowla education
board to get discharged. In-
stead of dismissing me, the
head of Narowla education
board called the rector’s of-
fice and said in my presence:
«l have your deserter here!».
At those times it meant the
end of the career and shame
until the end of my kids’ and
my days. Fortunately, the
rector was away and it was
the vice-rector talking to him.

She asked him to give me the
receiver and said: «Don'’t be
afraid, | understand your sit-
uation, work a couple of days
till the end of the academic
year, and | will settle your
graduation exams».

The boorish-faced com-
munist head of the education
board mockingly smiled with
enjoyment. | looked in his
faces and thought: «People
are right when they say:
There is no worse master

- than a master who was a

slave».

...Lots of years have
passed since that time. |
have never received any
privileges as a. “Chernobyl-

arearesident”. Brest officials
repeatedly lied to me saying

- that Verbavichy was not on

the list of contaminated vil-
lages. Only on 12 May 1998,
12 years since the Chernob-
yl disaster, | received a «dis-
aster eliminator» certificate.
| never used the certificate
and will never use it — | am
too proud to do that. | think,
it's high time Belarusian
started to take care of them-
selves, about their country,
about their welfare. It high
time Belarusians buried any
striving for the Union with
Russia, for integration. No-
body, will set things going in
our country, it's only us.
Uladzimir VIALICHKIN
Head of Brest regional

branch of the Human
Rights Center Viasna
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NEW USE OF THE
TROJAN HORSE

OR NEW JOB OF FORMER STATE
«HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST» YAWHEN NOVIKAW

The authorities are busy creating
the state-run «holding» on the basis
of culture magazines and the Litera-
ture and Art newspaper. New chiefs
demonstrate theirincompetence in the
affairs of the journals, selected for their
own experiments. The Ministry of In-
formation confused with its own pow-
er inquires of Literature and Art sec-
retary what post is held by Ales Pis-
miankow (editor-in-chief!). Soon the
so-called liquidation commissions will
start working...

Krynitsa, Nioman, Polymia staff
leave the magazines, protesting
against state-level violence.

Everybody blames Siarhei Kast-
sian, the chief of the newly-created
«holding company», for the state’s
actions towards the respected Bela-
rusian journals. However, we see the
key figure of the Kastsian-Novikaw-
Bondar troika (the chief and his depu-
ties) is not the member of Lukashen-
ka's puppet parliament, but the «hu-
man rights activist» Novikaw. Most
Belarusians know him as the author
and anchorman of the ill-famed TV
programs «Human Rights. A Glance
at the World», «Question!» and «Talk-
ing to the Point». The real aim of the
«holding» is clear if one looks back
on the career of the «TV-star». Let's
recall the working methods of the per-
son to head the marketing department
of the new «holding company». ‘

In 2000 the Supreme Court ruled
to close down Belarusian National
League of Human Rights (BNLHR).
Here is the spicy bit of the story:
Yawhen Novikaw, its ex-chairperson
and founder, was the one who initiat-
ed and insisted on its closure.

A little earlier the Belarusian Na-
tional League of Human Rights held
a congress deposing Novikaw of his
post and membership in the League.
The Congress delegates enthusiasti-
cally supported the proposal to vote
Novikaw out of his post and. unani-
mously deprived him of membership.
The «human rights activist», loyal to
the authorit :s iost his post (NB!) for
«failure to ubserve the organization’s
missi "n, .eliberate blocking of Exec-
utive Committee activities, abusing his
powers and using t!..» ceague for pri-
vate mercenary ends». Novikaw was
accused of misappropriation of a big
grant, an organization apartment and

intentional discrediting of the human
rights movement.

In spite of the serious nature of ac-
cusations, Belarusian law-enforcing
bodies did not bring charges against
Novikaw. Furthermore, he had no dif-
ficulties in registering a League of
Human Rights Defense (LHRD). At the
same time he did not forget to take
vengeance on his offenders from BN-
LHR and initiated a procedure of clos-
ing down the NGO which had got rid
of him.

Interestingly, Novikaw took the
trouble of creating some hidden rocks

when establishing BNLHR. He decid-

ed to establish BNLHR when he had
lost membership in Belarusian League
of Human Rights. From the legal point
of view, Novikaw used dubious ways
of getting BNLHR registered. Accord-
ing to prosecutor, BNLHR members
and Novikaw himself, from the very
beginning the NGO found itself in a
«miserable situation». Practically, no
real work had been done, the execu-
tive committee had not met, and no
documents had been processed proc-
essed. At the same time, some of the
founders were victims of political re-
pression during the Soviet epoch. Not
surprisingly, members, seeing no use
in such a League, started to leave.

A decision to get rid of the odious
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chief trapped the activists. The rancor-
ous Novikaw wrote 2 letter to the Min-
istry of Justice. One letter stated the
illegitimacy of the Congress and insist-
ed that Novikaw was still the chair-
person. The other letter asked to re-
move «his» organization from the list
of the registered NGO. The Ministry of
Justice revealed enviable efficiency
and recognized the results of the Con-
gress illegitimate. At the same time
BNLHR received 2 warnings from the
Ministry about «inadmissibility of law
violations».

BNLHR got the warnings for the let-
terheads, used by Novikaw in his let-
ters to the Ministry, and for holding «il-
legitimate» congress. The Ministry of
Justice appealed to the Supreme
Court, asking to close BNLHR down.
That's when the most interesting
things were revealed. A representative
of the Ministry of Justice indicated the
forged documents, submitted to the
Ministry in 1999 during BNLHR re-reg-
istration as a ground for liquidating the
League. It turned out that the applica-
tion documents Novikaw had prepared
contained forged signatures (namely,
of the executive secretary). Besides
that, the list of the members and the
founders, prepared by Novikaw, in-
cluded «fictitious figures» (members
of long-forgotten BLHR).

Meanwhile, in spite of the clear dif-
ference in the interests of the «human
rights activist» and the Ministry of Jus-
tice, one could observe full harmony
between Novikaw and officials in the
courtroom. BNLHR ceased its exist-
ence and Novikaw came through un-
scathed and headed the new, third in
a row, pro-presidential league.

Two years has passed since that
time. The professional destroyer of
human rights organizations found an
application of his experience in an-
other area. We can already observe
some possible «undertows». It is still
unclear, Who gave the powers to the
«commissioners»? (It is well known
that Minister of Information Padhainy
had been compelled to sign the rul-
ing to create the «holding company»,
although he had originally been
against that). What right do they have
to dismiss (or vice versa, employ)
people? All editors-in-chief signed
contracts with the Ministry of Informa-
tion and personally with Padhainy.
Moreover, the staff has been prom-
ised, that all editorial teams would
sort of CEASE THEIR WORK, and
then it would be time for... LIQUIDA-
TION commissions to start working.
Everything is very dubious from the
legal point of view. Probably, only No-
vikaw knows what will happen tomor-
row... To cut the long story short, the
presidential «Trojan horse» and «hu-
man rights activist» has a free hand:
even to violate the Law on the Press,
the Constitution and the rights of cit-
izens to work and freedom of speech.

Vadzim DOWNAR.
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